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MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  SAMUEL  ROBINSON,  OF  BAEEWELL, 

DERBYSHIRE,  ENGLAND. 

A  MAN  ‘is  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  his  God,*  in  proportion 
to  the  evangelical  purity  of  his  motives,  the  zeal  of  his  exertions 
for  the  divine  glory,  and  the  patient  fortitude  with  w’hich  he  en¬ 
dures  the  allotted  trials  of  life.  If  these  particulars  comprise  the 
scriptural  criterion  of  real  elevation  of  character,  how  many,  called 
treaty  must  be  cashiered  from  the  records  of  biography,  as  desti¬ 
tute  of  any  just  pretensions  to  the  title,  as  unable  to  furnish  the 
stimulus  of  an  example  really  great,  because  truly  useful! 

The  rev.  S.  Robinson  was  born  at  Morton  Fen,  near  Bourne,  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  Feb.  17,  1776.  His  father,  William  Robin¬ 
son,  was  a  pious  man,  of  the  independent  denomination;  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  occupations  of  husbandry.  He  was  called  from  the 
scenes  of  time  in  the  year  1782,  leaving  a  widow  and  six  children. 
Though  Samuel  enjoyed  the  care  and  instructions  of  maternal 
piety,  and  was  naturally  of  a  mild  and  peaceable  disposition,  it  was 
not  till  the  year  1793  that  he  appears  to  have  received  penetrating 
and  abiding  impressions  of  real  religion.  A  letter  from  one  of  his 
brothers  first  roused  his  attention  to  the  means  of  grace,  which  he 
had  for  some  time  treated  with  indiflerence  and  neglect.  The  mi¬ 
nistry  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Kegworth,  was  the  apparent  in¬ 
strument  of  his  radical  conversion  to  God.  He  was  exercised  for 
some  time  with  painful  conflicts  and  fears;  hut  continuing  in  prayer 
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and  attendance  in  the  house  of  God,  he  was  bi’ought,  by  discoveries 
of  the  Redeemer,  from  under  the  spirit  of  bondage  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  liberty  and  peace. 

The  family  having  removed  to  Pinchbeck,  a  village  about  three 
miles  distant  from  their  former  abode,  Mr.  Robinson  joined  in  fel¬ 
lowship  with  the  church  there,  under  the  ministry  of  the  rev.  J. 
Woodward.  Mere  he  was  frequently  solicited  to  engage  in  prayer, 
and  address  a  word  of  exhortation  to  his  friends  at  their  social 
meetings;  but  the  consciousness  of  insufiiciency,  combined  with 
constitutional  timidity,  made  him  very  backward  to  comply,  llis 
friends,  however,  observing  the  humility  of  his  spirit,  the  consist¬ 
ency  of  his  conduct  and  profession,  and  the  dawn  of  abilities  which, 
under  due  cultivation,  promised  usefulness  in  the  church  of  God, 
urged  on  him  the  propriety  of  entering  on  a  course  of  studies, 
preparatory  to  the  office  of  the  ministry.  In  the  year  1800  he  w^as 
recommended  to  the  Rotherham  academy;  where  he  spi^nt  four 
years.  His  temper  and  conduct,  while  a  student,  were  peaceable, 
afficctionate,  and  exemplary;  and  his  improvements,  substantial  and 
satisfactory.  His  feelings  at  this  period,  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
following  extracts  from  his  diary: — 

‘  Sept.  1801.  1  have  experienced,  at  times,  very  great  conflicts 
in  my  mind.  I  have  indeed  been  very  mucli  harassed  respecting 
my  call  to  the  ministry;  and  have  been  afraid  that,  after  all  my 
preparatory  studies,.!  shall  be  obliged  to  decline  it.  When  at  Ret¬ 
ford  (during  the  late  vacation)  after  liaving  retired  to  my  chamber, 
I  began  to  think  upon  the  importance  of  the  ministry.  I  thought  a 
minister  ought  to  be  well  persuaded  of  his  call;  and  as  I  still 
doubted  of  mine,  I  began  to  be  much  depressed  in  my  mind:  but 
this  was  not  the  sum  total  of  my  trouble;  for  as  I  doubted  of  my 
call  to  the  Christian  ministry,  so  I  soon  began  to  doubt  of  my  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Nor  did  my  scepticism  rest  here;  for  1  was  urged  to  call 
in  question  the  truth  of  sacred  writ;  so  that  I  may  truly  say,  that, 
during  the  time  these  trials  continued,  the  distress  of  my  mind 
was  inexpressible.  Yet  it  pleased  God,  whose  prerogative  it  is  to 
deliver  the  righteous  out  of  trouble,  shortly  to  appear  for  me,  and 
guide  me  out  of  these  bewildering  labyrinths.’  On  his  return  to  the 
academy,  at  the  close  of  the  vacation,  he  says,  ‘  I  am  now  again 
brought  to  enjoy  the  delightful  company  of  my  dearly  beloved 
brethren;  and  may  we  this  year  be  knit  together  in  the  bonds  of 


love  and  friendship  as  in  the  last,  that  wc  may  be  made  an  unspeak-  ^ 
able  blessing  to  each  othcrl* 

^During  the  latter  pait  of  his  studies,  Mr.  Robinson  frequently 
supplied  the  congregation  at  Bakewell,  in  Derbyshire;  among 
whom  his  ministry’  was  so^ acceptable,  that  he  received  an  unani¬ 
mous  invitation  to  employ  his  stated  labours  among  them.  To  this 
call  he  answered,  by  engaging  to  take  up  his  abode  among  them 
at  the  expiration  of  his  studies;  which  took  place  in  July  1804. 

The  following  portions  of  his  diary  will  aflbrd  the  truest  repre¬ 
sentation  of  his  spirit  and  temper  during  his  short  ministerial 
course; 

‘  August,  1804.  I  have  now  entered  fully  upon  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  How  lamentable,  that  I  have  no  more  solicitude  for  the 
glory  of  the  Redeemer,  aird  for  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls’.  • 
Yet,  I  humbly  trust  that  the  love  of  Christ  is  shed  abroad  in  my 
heart!  The  Lord  revive  his  work,  that  I  may  have  a  more  lively 
sense  of  the  power  of  religion!’ 

‘  Sep.  8.  I  have  had  a  delightful  season  this  evening,  during  my 
walk  to  Sheflield,  in  meditation  and  communion  with  God.  I  have 
been  favoured  with  much  of  the  divine  presence;  and  have  fed 
deliciously  on  his  sovereign,  free,  rich,  and  abounding  grace.  O! 
how  sweet  to  hold  converse  with  a  covenant  God!  01  that  I,  like 
Jacob,  may  now  erect  my  pillar  as  a  lasting  monument  of  divine 
condescension  and  love!  Those  sacred  beams  of  grace  raise  my 
heart  to  heaven  when  all  things  else  fail;  and  nothing  but  these 
can  keep  it  there.  One  view  of  God,  in  the  person  of  the  adorable 
Redeemer,  makes  me  invincible  against  infernal  jx)wer,  or  infidel 
cavils.  O,  loot’d!  lift  thoi^  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon 
me. 

‘  Dec.  13.  Either  my  heart  grows  more  hard,  or  I  feel  it  more: 

I  fear  the  former  is  the  true  stale  of  the  case.  How  small  my  de¬ 
light  in  the  sublimest  privileges!  How  little  fixedness  of  thought 
and  tenderness  of  soul  in  the  exercise  of  prayer!  especially  secret- 
prayer.  How  incoherent  my  sentences!  My  mind  is  in  confusion, 
as  though  I  had  no  thoughts  to  express,  or  wants  to  be  supplied! 
yet.  Lord,  thou  knowest  my  thoughts  are  many  and  painful;  my. 
wants  immensely  great!  O,  Lord!  supply  them  by  the  rich  abun¬ 
dance  of  thy  grace!  remove  my  sins  by  the  pardoning  blood  of 
Jesus!  soften  the  hardness  of  my  heart!  give  me  access  to  thyself 


by  faith!  delip^ht  in  thy  service!  make  me  fruitful  in  every  good 
word  and  work!* 

‘  June,  1805.  Indeed,  I  have  no  foundation  of  hope  in  myself.  I 
think,  I  liave  daily  greater  dibcoverics  of  my  own  depravity  and 
unworthiness!  But,  oh!  the  love  and  grace  of  the  Saviour  arc  great! 
and,  blessed  be  the  God  of  my  salvation!  that,  notwithstanding  my 
great  un worthiness,  I  have  consolation  in  Christ,  in  the  frecness 
of  his  grace,  and  the  perpetuity  of  his  love!  O,  Lord!  give  me 
more  of  that  faith  which  worketh  by  love,  and  purifieth  the  heart!* 

‘  July  29.  I  was  this  morning  very  uncomfortable  in  my  mind. 
I  wxnt  into  the  fields  to. meditate  and  pray;  and,  though  my  heart 
seemed  backward  to  enter  upon  the  delightful  and  profitable  exer¬ 
cise,  yet  the  hardness  and  indifterence  of  my  heart  were  removed, 
I  know  not  how,  except  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  I  was  enabled  very 
feelingly  to  pour  out  my  soul  to  God  in  player.  I  think,  I  never 
experienced  greater  manifestations  of  God’s  love  to  me.  I  was 
overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  God’s  goodness  in  condescending  to 
smile  upon  so  worthless  a  creature.  I  have  read  treatises  of  heaven; 
I  have  sometimes  expatiated  upon  its  glories  in  my  public  dis¬ 
courses;  but  one  moment’s  enjoyment  of  the  love  of  Christ  in  my 
heart  exceeds  all  I  have  read,  spoken,  or  conceived.  O!  how  la¬ 
mentable,  that  sin  should  ever  deprive  the  soul  of  such  exquisite 
enjoyments!  O,  Lord,  let  my  heart  ever  be  established  with  thy 
grace,  and  animated  and  ruled  by  the  influence  of  thy  love!’ 

We  now  approach  the  period  when  the  symptoms  of  w'asting 
consumption  made  their  appearance.  The  complaint  was  slow  in 
its  advances;  and,  at  intervals,  appearances  of  recovery  were  very 
flattering:  but  this  disorder  was  the  messenger  of  the  Lord,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  undermine  and  dissolve  the  tabernacle  of  clay. 

‘  November.’  lie  says,  ‘  The  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  lay  upon 
me  his  afflicting  rod:  I  believe  it  is  in  justice;  yet,  I  hope,  in  mer¬ 
cy.  The  judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  right;  and,  surely,  a  hea¬ 
venly  Father  will  treat  his  children  wdth  kindness.  What  a  feeble 
worm  am  I!  The  distant  approach  of  death  makes  life  unsavoury. 
Happy,  thrice  happy, }he,  who  has  the  prospect  of  a  blessed  immor¬ 
tality!  and,  blessed  be  God  that  life  and  immortality  arc  brought 
to  light  by  the  gospel!  Through  the  unbounded  love  of  the  triune 
Jehovah,  the  all-availing  merit  and  perfect  righteousness  of  a  dear 
Mediator,  I  hope  that  life  and  immortality  arc  vnne.  May  my  aT 


Cections  be  weaned  from  an  undue  attachment  to  earth,  and  placed 
on  things  above!* 

‘  January  1,  1806.  By  the  sparing  mercies  of  God,  1  have 
entered  upon  another  year!  The  past  is  fled,  the  precious  hours 
are  irrecoverable!  many  want  redeeming.  May  the  Lord  help  me 
to  husband  the  precious  moments  of  the  present  year  with  greater 
care  than  the  last!  I'he  Lord  has  lately  removed  affliction,  and 
given  me  a  measure  of  health:  but  Time  receives  no  bribes,  he 
ever  maintains  his  fleet  career;  and  the  healthiest  constitution  must 
submit  to  his  impairing  ravages!  Nor  is  the  period  far  distant  when 
his  conquest  shall  be  completed:  it  may  be  very  near!  Lord,  pre¬ 
pare  me  fully  for  the  enjoyment  of  thyself,  that  I  may  be  borne 
on  the  wings  of  Time  as  fast  for  glory  as  for  eternity !  Then,  fly 
Time!  come  eternity,  as  soon  as  it  shall  please  the  great  Disposer 
of  all  events!  But  I  am  willing  to  wait  his  time;  and  may  it  please 
him  to  make  my  life  a  useful  life,  as  long  as  he  thinks  fit  to  spare 
it!’ 

Mr.  Robinson  entered  into  the  marriage-state  in  the  month  of 
May,  1806,  with  Miss  Joule,  of  Manchester:  a  partner  eminently 
qualified,  by  prudence  and  unassuming  piety,  to  have  rendered  the 
union  a  source  of  various  advantages,  had  Providence  spared  them 
to  each  other;  but  it  was  otherwise  determined  by  the  righteous 
Arbiter  of  life  and  death. 

In  June  he  writes  thus:  ‘  My  health  is  still  very  delicate,  worse 
rather  than  better.  Some  of  my  friends  are  full  of  apprehensions. 
The  Lord  only  knows  what  will  be  the  issue!  Through  mercy, 
my  mind  is  pretty  calm:  I  trust,  supported  by  the  hope  of  the 
gospel!* 

‘  August  11.  Had,  during  the  last  night,  many  sleepless  hours. 
Being  very  unwell,  my  mind  was  extremely  depressed,  I  began 
to  think  that  I  was  approaching  very  near  to  ‘  the  house  appointed 
for  all  living.*  Pondering  over  the  solemnities  of  death  and  the. 
grave,  my  mind  was  filled  with  seriousness  and  some  degree  of 
horror.  I  fancied  I  saw  my  grave  opened,  myself  covered  up,  de¬ 
serted  by  my  friends,  and  left  to  moulder  in  the  dust.  It  can 
scarcely  be  conceived  how  much  these  thoughts  affected  my  mind; 
but,  blessed  be  God,  whose  tender  mercies  suffer  not  his  children 
to  be  tempted  above  measure,  death  soon  lost  his  terrors,  and  the 
grave  its  horror!  I  had  such  a  pleasing  view  of  the  abounding 
grace  of  God,  and  my  intCTe^t  in  it,  by  a  precious  Saviour,  that  my 


joy  far  exceeded  iny  previous  distress.  Oh!  how  reviving  are  the 
smiles  of  a  covenant  God!  Lord,  let  me  enjoy  thy  presence  while 
under  death’s  shadow,  and  in  death  itsell  !  then  shall  I  not  Tear 
while  passing  through  the  dark  valley,  nor  in  the  swellings  of 
Jordan.’ 

In  September,  a  reflection  occurs  which  deserves  the  attention 
of  every  minister  of  Christ,  who  is  favoured  with  vigorous  health 
and  opportunities  for  useful  exertion  in  the  cause  of  God;  ‘  IJook 
around  and  behold  many  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge;  and, 
while  1  feel  my  mind  aroused  for  exertion,  while  I  look  for  an 
open  door  for  the  dispensation  of  the  word  of  life,  I  sink  under 
bodily  infirmities,  and  feel  my  capacity  not  equal  to  my  desires. 
I^ord,  if  it  be  thy  will,  heal  and  strengthen  this  frail  body,  give 
vigour  to  my  mind,  and  let  the  energies  of  both  be  exerted  in  thy 
cause!* 

Oct.  12,  ‘  Am  this  day,  through  the  afflicting  hand  of  God, 
detained  from  his  house;  yet,  blessed  be  God,  I  have  his  word  to 
read,  which  is  my  comfort!  But  I  feel  for  the  flock,  being  as  sheep 
having  no  shepherd.  O,  thou  great  Shepherd,  make  up  to  them 
the  lack  of  the  undej'-shepherd’s  services!  Thine  house  is  open, 
and  thy  throne  accessible.  O  lead  them  into  large  and  green  pas¬ 
tures,  that  they  may  be  satisfied  with  the  fatness  of  thy  house! 

The  last  insertion  in  Mr.  Kobinson’s  diary  is  dated  Nov.  9, 
and  contains  a  testimony  against  an  evil  with  which  too  many  su¬ 
perficial  professors  of  religion  are  carried  away.  ‘  This  day  I  was 
peculiarly  tried  by  the  thinness  of  my  congregation.  This  desertion 
of  the  house  of  Ciod  is  partly  occasioned  by  feasts  (wakes)  in  seve¬ 
ral  neighbouring  villages.  Oh!  that  Britons  were  more  wise  than 
to  revel  in  carnal  festivity  on  the  Lord’s  holy  day!  but  more  espe¬ 
cially,  that  all  those  professing  godliness  had  more  regard  for  the 
Redeemer’s  glory,  than  to  foil  it  by  countenancing  so  diabolical 
a  practice;  had  more  concern  for  their  spiritual  interest  than  to 
starve  their  precious  souls  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh!  My  subject  was,  I  believe,  very  important,  and  what  I 
had  previously  felt  much  interested  in;  but,  ah!  it  w'as  preached 
chiefly  to  empty  seats!  Lord,  quicken  the  people  to  hear  thy  word, 
and  make  it  almighty  to  convince,  convert,  and  save  from  sin!* 

During  the  last  month  of  life,  Mr.  Robinson  experienced  more 
of  believing  trust  than  of  sensible  transport  of  mind.  Transient  re¬ 
vivals  led  him  sometimes  to  indulge  the  hope  of  recovery;  an 
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expectation  frequently  entertained  by  the  subjects  of  pulmonary 
consumption,  when  intelligent  observers  see  death  rapidly  ap¬ 
proaching!  To  glorify  the  Redeemer  in  the  ministrations  of  his 
precious  gospel,  was  the  object  that  engaged  his  soul  in  the  desire 
of  protracted  life;  and  blessed  is  that  servant  whom,  when  his 
Lord  cometh,  he  shall  find  so  doing.  The  slavish  dread  of  death 
was  distant  from  his  mind;  and,  when  he  found  heart  and  flesh 
evidently  failing,  and  almost  exhausted,  he  resigned  himself  into 
the  hands  of  a  covenant  God  and  Saviour  with  sweet  composure. 
The  last  words  he  distinctly  articulated  were, 

•  Descend  from  Heaven,  immortal  Dove! 

Stoop  down  and  take  me  on  thy  wings; 

And  mount  and  bear  me  far  above 
The  reach  of  these  inferior  things! 

Beyond,  beyond  this  lower  sky. 

Up  where  eternal  ages  roll. 

Where  solid  pleasures  never  die, 

And  fruits  immortal  feast  the  soul.* 

Thus  died  this  amiable  servant  of  Christ,  in  the  31st  year  of 
his  age,  and  third  of  his  public  ministry.  He  was  interred  in  the 
chapel  at  Bakewell,  in  which  he  had  proclaimed  the  glad  tiding*^ 
of  salvation,  through  the  obedience,  sacrifice,  and  intercession  of 
the  adorable  God-Man,  Jesus  Christ.  Many  attended  his  funeral- 
sermon,  on  the  Sabbath  evening  after  his  interment,  who  had  never 
been  induced  to  hear  him  preach;  and  the  general  sentiment  of  all 
persons  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  was,  that  the  early  removal 
of  so  consistent  and  useful  a  character  was  a  public  loss  to  the 
place  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  ministerial  labours.  Thus 
was  exemplified  the  truth  of  the  scripture  declaration,  ‘  The  memo¬ 
ry  of  the  just  is  blessed.' 
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MISCELLANY,  ORIGINAL  AND  SELECTED. 


CHAKACTERS  OF  JOHN  WESLEY.  AND  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD. 

Extracted  from  Dr»  Haiueh^s  Church  History. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject,  it  may  be  worth  a  moment’s  atten¬ 
tion,  to  sketch  a  portrait  of  the  two  great  characters  who  eminently 
contributed  to  this  revival  of  religion  among  us,  as  both  favoured 
me  with  their  cordial  regard;  and,  though  more  in  unison  with  the 
one  than  the  other,  I  have  ever  desired  to  give  honour  to  whom 
honour  is  due,  and  hope  never  to  be  ashamed  of  the  friendship  of 
John  Wesley. 

John  Wesley  was  of  the  inferior  size;  his  visage  marked  with 
intelligence,  singularly  neat  and  plain  in  his  dress;  a  little  cast  in 
his  eye,  observable  on  particular  occasions;  upright,  graceful,  and 
remarkably  active.  His  understanding,  naturally  excellent  and 
acute,  was  highly  stored  with  the  attainments  of  literature;  and  he 
possessed  a  fund  of  anecdote  and  history,  that  rendered  his  com¬ 
pany  as  entertaining  as  instructive.  His  mode  of  address  in  public 
was  chaste  and  solemn,  though  not  illumined  with  those  corusca¬ 
tions  of  eloquence,  which  marked,  if  I  may  use  that  expression, 
the  discourses  of  his  rival,  George  Whitefield;  but  there  was  a 
divine  simplicity,  a  zeal,  a  venerableness  in  his  manner,  which 
commanded  attention,  and  never  forsook  him  in  his  latest  years; 
when  at  fourscore  he  retained  still  all  the  freshness  of  vigorous 
old  age.  His  health  was  remarkably  preserved  amidst  a  scene  of 
labour  and  perpetual  exertions  of  mind  and  body,  to  which  few 
would  have  been  equal.  Never  man  possessed  greater  personal  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  people  connected  with  him.  Nor  was  it  an  easy 
task  to  direct  jso  vast  a  machine,  where,  amidst  so  many  hundred 
wheels  in  motion,  some  moved  eccentrically,  and  hardly  yielded 
to  the  impulse  of  the  main  spring.  I  need  not  speak  of  the  exem¬ 
plariness  of  his  life;  too  many  eyes  were  upon  him  to  admit  of  his 
halting;  nor  could  his  weight  have  been  maintained  a  moment 
longer,  than  the  fullest  conviction  impressed  his  people,  that  he 
was  an  eminently  favoured  saint  of  God,  and  as  distinguished  for 
his  holy  walk,  as  for  his  vast  abilities,  indefatigable  labour,  and  sin¬ 
gular  usefulness. 

His  enemies  reviled  him,  and  would,  if  possible,  rob  him  of  the 
meed  of  well-deserved  honour,  by  imputing  to  him  objects  below' 


iht  prize  he  had  in  view.  Never  was  a  more  disinterested  charac¬ 
ter;  but  he  was  a  man,  and  he  must  have  been  more  than  man,  H, 
with  the  consciousness  of  his  own  devotedness^  the  divine  bless¬ 
ing  on  his  labours,  and  the  high  admiration  in  which  he  wa^hekl 
by  his  followers,  he  had  not  sometimes  thought  of  himself  more 
highly  than  he  ought  to  think.  \Vc  exhibit  no  faultless  monsters. 
Elias  was  a  man  of  like  passions  as  ourselves. 

His  singular  situation  led  him  to  imagine  that  the  glorious  head 
of  the  church  favoured  him  with  especial  interpositions  in  his  be¬ 
half,  which'he  was  sometimes  ready  to  construe  as  miraculous. 

He  yielded  a  too  credulous  ear  to  the  I'eports  and  pretensiorts 
of  others,  and  was  thus  often  the  dupe  of  ignorance  and  presump¬ 
tion. 

\ 

He  hastily,  at  times,  advanced  what  farther  information,  or  ma- 
tiirer  judgment,  compelled  him  to  retract  or  soften. 

In  the  article  of  marriage  he  acted  contrary  to  the  celibacy  he 
professed  to  recommend;  but  this  change  of  sentiment  and  con-  • 
duct  implied  nothing  criminal,  unless  it  were  the  precipitancy  gf 
his  former  determination. 

His  rooted  aversion  to  the  doctrines  called  Calvanistic,  miglwi 
be  supposed  to  proceed  from  a  conscientious  apprehension,  tha^ 
they  had  an  unfavourable  aspect  on  the  practice  of  spiritual  reli¬ 
gion,  however  groundless  such  supposition  was  in  reality,  and 
however  evident  the  contrary  effects  appeared  in  those  who  held 
them.  But  Jiis  bitterness  and  asperity  towards  those  who  defended 
them,  and  his  harsh  imputations  on  the  God  they  worshipped, 
whatever  provocation  he  might  plead,  were  utterly  inexcusable. 

But  above  all,  that  which  appeared  in  Mr.  John  Wesley  the 
most  censurable  part  of  his  conduct,  was  his  very  unfair  statement 
of  the  arguments  of  his  Calvanistic  adversaries,  which,  in  a  man 
of  his  acuteness  of  intellect,  will  hardly  admit  of  the  plea  of  unii> 
tcntional  mistake. 

I  am  called  upon  to  speak  the  truth,  and  I  do  it  from  my  heart, 
without  respect  of  person,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley  is  gone  to  give  an  account  of  himself  to  his  proper  judge,  by 
whom,  I  doubt  not,  all  his  iniquity  is  pardoned,  and  his  infirmi¬ 
ties  covered.  And  now,  that  envy  and  enmity  have  been  some  time 
laid  asleep  in  Ins  grave,  I  rejoice  in  observing  his  character  rise  in 
general  estimation,  and  most  highly  respected  by  those  who  knew 
l/im  best.  It  will  now  hardly  be  a  question  with  any  man,  whethe^' 
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he  would  not  rather  have  been  John  Wesley,  who  died  not  worth 
ten  pounds,  than  Lavington,  bishop  of  Exeter,  who  so  bitterly  re¬ 
viled  him. 

George  Wiiitefield  was  the  son  of  an  innkeeper  at  Glou¬ 
cester.  From  his  early  youth  he  had  received  deep  impressions  of 
religion;  and  lie  carried  with  him  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  a 
seriousness  of  mind  very  uncommon.  He  began  his  active  career 
even  before  he  was  in  orders,  visiting  the  prisons,  and  instructing 
the  poor.  Bishop  Benson  was  so  delighted  with  his  early  piety, 
that  he  ordained  him  at  il.e  age  of  twenty-one.  And  his  first  essay 
was  a  striking  specimen  of  his  future  popularity,  being  heard  with 
uncommon  and  awakened  concern.  His  person  v/as  manly,  and 
grew  large  as  he  advanced  in  years;  his  voice  was  remarkably 
musical,  and  capable  of  the  most  various  intonations,  with  a  natural 
eloquence  too  singular  not  to  command  the  most  profound  atten¬ 
tion.  His  manner  was  often  highly  graceful  and  oratorical;  and 
though  a  cast  in  his  eye,  strongly  marked,  prevented  the  vivid 
impression  which  that  organ  is  peculiarly  suited  to  make;  yet 
no  man  with  such  a  disadvantage  ever  looked  with  stronger  sen¬ 
sibility:  and  after  a  second  hearing  the  defect  was  forgotten. 
Never  man  possessed  a  greater  command  of  the  human  passions, 
or  better  knew  the  way  to  the  consciences  of  his  hearers;  he  had 
arrows  in  ids  quiver,  that  himself  only  knew'  how  to  sharpen.  His 
literary  attainments  were  moderate,  though  not  defective  in  the 
learned  languages;  but  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  scrip¬ 
ture,  and  the  peculiar  art  of  introducing  and  illustrating  every  sub¬ 
ject  he  treated,  not  only  won  the  ear  to  listen,  but  left  an  impres¬ 
sion  on  the  mind  never  to  be  effaced.  His  labours  in  both  hemi¬ 
spheres  were  immense ;  his  courage  undaunted ;  his  zeal  un¬ 
quenchable;  he  fell  a  martyr  to  his  w'ork.  The  violence  of  his  ex¬ 
ertions  often  shook  his  constitution,  whilst  the  more  placid  Wes¬ 
ley,  with  equal  constancy  of  preaching,  preserved  his  health  to  four 
score  and  upwards,  unimpaired.  Perhaps  no  man  since  the  days 
of  St.  Paul,  not  even  Luther  himself,  was  ever  personally  blest  to 
the  call  and  conversion  of  so  many  souls  from  darkness  to  lighti 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  as  George  Whitefield.  The 
immense  collections  he  made  for  charitable  purposes  sharpened 
the  tongue  of  slander.  Time  hath  affixed  the  seal  of  integrity  to 
his  procedures.  He  was  reviled  for  his  unguarded  expressions, 
and  some  enthusiastic  flights;  but  be  disarmed  his  cnenties  by 


ingenuous  acknowledgments  and  correction  of  his  mistakes.  llo\v 
a  youth,  surrounded  with  such  popularity,  and  conscious  of  his  own 
|X)wers,  was  preserved  from  hatching  the  old  serpent’s  egg,  laid 
in  every  hunmn  heart,  is  wonderful.  The  keen  eye  of  malevolence 
was  upon  him,  ready  to  sieze  occasion  against  him,  or  to  make  it; 
ami  it  is  a  proof  of  no  inconsiderable  excellence,  where  so  many 
watched  for  his  halting,  that  amidst  the  most  virulent  abuse,  so  lit¬ 
tle  could  be  found  justly  to  accuse  him.  They  who  knew  him  best 
must  witness,  how  holily  and  unblamably  he  had  his  conversation 
in  the  world.  Indeed,  he  was  so  taken  up  with  the  unwearied  la¬ 
bours  of  his  ministry,  in  preaching,  religious  exercises,  and  advice 
to  those  who  were  daily  applying  to  him,  that  he  had  sometimes 
scarcely  leisure  for  necessary  food.  The  very  things  for  which  he 
was  abused,  he  esteemed  his  glory;  and  resolved  to  spend  and  be 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  souls  for  w  hom  Christ  died.  But  he  had 
Ids  spots,  and  so  hath  the  sun.  He  would  himself  have  acknow¬ 
ledged  many  more  than  the  nearest  of  his  friends,  or  the  bitterest 
of  his  enemies  could  discover.  He  is  now  alike  beyond  censure  or 
commendation.  What  I  remarked  in  him,  I  will  speak  and  not  be 
ashamed. 

In  his  preaching  he  sonaetimes  pushed  the  ludicrous  to  the  de¬ 
basement  of  the  dignity  of  the  sacred  ministry.  He  told  a  story  so 
well,  that  it  seduced  him  occasionally  to  pursue  a  vein  of  humour, 
more  suited  to  excite  risibility,  than  to  awaken  seriousness;  though 
some  impressive  truth  alw^ays  closed  the  relation. 

The  orphan-house  of  Georgia,  which  he  adopted  with  too  par¬ 
tial  affection,  seems  to  have  engaged  him  in  difficulties  and  im¬ 
mensity  of  expense,  greater  than  any  utility  which  ever  appeared 
to  be  derived  from  it;  and  the  vast  collections  he  made  for  it, 
though  faithfully  applied,  gave  a  handle  to  the  slanders  of  suspi¬ 
cion. 

He  too  frequently  indulged  in  censures  of  the  clergy,  which, 
however  just  they  might  be,  seemed  the  effect  of  resentment,  and 
would  rather  tend  to  exasperate  than  conciliate  their  attention. 
Yet,  it  is  well  known,  he  was  remarkably  kind  spirited,  and  averse 
to  controversy  and  its  bitterness;  and  his  most  intimate  friends  will 
bear  me  witness,  that  his  temper  was  as  amiable,  and  his  conver¬ 
sation  as  singularly  cheerful,  as  his  piety  was  deep  and  sincere. 

On  the  w  hole,  as  a  man,  as  a  Christian,  as  a  minister,  we  shall 
not,  1  fear,  look  upon  his  like  again  speedily.  After  passing  through 
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evil  report  and  good  report,  during  more  than  thirty  years  of  irt- 
cessant  labour,  ’ he’ entered  into  his  rest  in  America,  >vhi€h  had 
been  peculiarly  benefited  by  his  visits;  having  crossed  the  Atlantic 
thirteen  times,  to  preach  the  everlasting  gospel,  with  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven.  Whatever  ignorance 
of  his  real  character,  the  fatuity  of  prejudice,  or  the  insolence  of 
pride  may  ha^*e  suggested,  the  day  is  coming,  when  his  great  and 
adorable  Master  will  condemn  every  tongue  that  hath  risen  up  in 
judgment  against  him,  and  say,  in  the  presence  of  men  and  an¬ 
gels,  “  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant!  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord.” 


A  HINT  TO  LATE  ATTENDANTS  ON  PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

The  wise  prophet  Solomon  has  said,  “  ^  •ivord  sfioken  in  due 
season^  /low  good  it  is!*^  I  had  some  time  since,  a  pleasing  proof 
of  the  truth  of  the  remark;  being  in  company  with  a  few  plain  and 
pious  Christians,  and  that  sweet  passage.  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  10.  being 
mentioned,  I  had  rather  be  a  door-keefier  in  the  house  of  my  Godp 
than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness;  one  present  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  observation;  This  proves  the  ardent  love  of  David’s  heart 
for  the  tabernacles  of  his.  God,  so  that  he  would  be  the  first  to  enter 
the  door,  and  the  last  to  leave  his  courts,  as  the  door-keeper  must 
necessarily  be  there  first,  to  open  the  door,  and  last,  to  shut  it, 
when  the  congregation  are  dismissed.”  I  was  much  struck  with 
the  simplicity  and  propriety  of  the  remark;  but  the  pleasure  was 
soon  abated,  by  the  recollection  that  so  fe\v  among  the  multitude 
of  professors,  are  like  minded  with  David;  and  to  those  who  sustain 
the  solemn  character  of  ambassadors  for  Christ,  it  is  very  aifecting 
to  observe  how  many  persons,  of  whom  better  things  might  be 
expected,  enter  the  courts  of  the  Lord  after  the  hymn  is  sung, 
prayer  offered,  and  even  after  the  text  is  named.  With  a  view  to 
shame  such  very  reprehensible  conduct,  permit  me  to  relate  an 
anecdote  given  by  a  venerable  minister  of  the  gospel.  “  I  have  in 
my  congregation,”  said  he,  “  a  worthy  aged  woman,  >vho  has,  for 
many  years,  been  so  deaf  as  not  to  distinguish  the  loudest  sound, 
and  yet  she  is  always  one  of  the  first  in  the  meeting.  On  asking 
the  reason  of  her  constant  attendance  (as  it  w’as  impossible  for  her 
to  hear  my  voice),  she  answered,  ‘  Though  I  cannot  hear  you,  L 
come  to  God’s  house,  because  I  love  and  would  be  found  in  his 
way§,  and  he  gives  me  many  a  sweet- thought  upon  the  text  when 
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it  is  pgiated  out  to  me:  another  reason  is,  because  there  I  am  iii" 
the  best  company,  in  the  more  immediate  presence  of  God,  and 
amongst  his  saints,  the  honourable  of  the  earth;  I  am  not  satisfied 
with  serving  God  in  private;  it  is  my  duty  and  privilege  to  honour 
him  regularly  and  constantly  in  public.*  How  then  ought  those  to 
blush  who  are  blessed  vjUh  their  hearings  arid  yet  come  in  so  lateP 

PHILEMON. 

THJE  FUTILITY  OF  AN  ARGUMENT  AGAINST  THE  MOSAIC 

CHRONOLOGY. 

Mu.  Brydone,  in  bis  travels  through. Sicily  and  Malta,  writes 
thus  concerning  the  neighbcAirhood  of  Etna,  “  Near  to  a  vault, 
which  is  now  thirty  feet  below  ground,  and  has  probably  been  a 
burial  place,  there  is  a  draw-well,  where  are  several  strata  of  lavas, 
with  earth  to  considerable  thickness  over  the  surface  of  each  stra¬ 
tum.  Recupero  has  made  use  of  this  as  an  argument  to  prove  the 
great  antiquity  of  the  eruptions  of  the  mountain.  For  if  it  requires 
,  2000  years,  or  upwards,  to  form  but  a  scanty  soil  on  the  surface 
of  a  lava”  (a  calculation  framed,  it  seems,  from  the  eruption  of 
Vesuvius  whidi  destroyed  Herculaneum),  “  there  must  have  been 
more  than  that  space  of  time  betwixt  each  of  the  eruptions  which 

N. 

have  formed  these  strata.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  a  pit  they  sunk 
near  to  Jaci  of  a  great  depth?  They  pierced  through  seven  distinct 
lavas,  one  under  the  other;  the  surfaces  of  which  were  parallel, 
and  most  of  them  covered  with  a  thick  bed  of  rich  earth.  Now, 
says  he,  the  eruption  which  formed  the  lowest  of  these  lavas,  if 
we  may  be  allowed  to  reason  from  analogy,  must  have  flowed 
from  the  mountain  at  least  14,000  years  ago.  Recupero  tells  me 
he  is  exceedingly  embarrassed  by  these  discoveries  in  writing  the 
jiistory  of  the  mountain;  that  Closes  hangs  like  a  dead  weight  upon 
him,  and  blunts  all  his  zeal  for  inquiry:  for  that  really  he  has  not 
the  conscience  to  make  his  mountain  so  young  as  that  prophet 
makes  the  world.  What  do  we  think  of  these  sentiments  from  a 
4(oman  catholic  divine?  The  bishop,  who  is  strenuously  orthodox, 
has  already  warned  him  to  be  upon  his  guard,  and  not  to  pretend 
to  be  a  better  natural  historian  than  Moses;  nor  to  presume  to  urge 
sfny  thing  tliat  may  in  the  smallest  degree  be  deemed  contradic- 
Cory  to  his  sacred  authority.”  Vol.  I.  p.  140,  142.  To  this  argu- 
tnent  a  satisfactory  answer  has  been  given;  that  difierent  lavas 
be.moljjdercd  into  soil  by  the.  action. of  the  air,  within  verv  ^ 


different  periods,  propoilioned  to  the  hardness  of  the  lava;  and  that 
those  sup}'K3sed  beds  of  rich  earth  are  nearly,  or  altogether  beds  of 
ashes,  which  miglit  immediately  succeed  the  lava,  and  be  almost 
immediately  fit  for  cultivation;  and  that  it  is  ix>ssible  that  several 
alternate  strata  of  lava  and  ashes  might  be  formed  even  during  the 
same  eruption.  The  mateiial  parts  of  this  answer  are  confirmed  by 
the  observations  of  Sw'inburne  (T  ravels  in  the  two  Sicilies,  2d  edit.  voJ . 
iv.  p.  141),  who  incidently  says,  that  the  smaller  mountains,  thrown 
up  by  eruptions  on  the  flanks  of  Etna,  are  soon  covered  with  wood 
and  planted  with  vines;  and  that,  wliile  a  lava  which  flowed  in 
1669  had  not  yet  a  blade  of  grass  or  a  fibre  of  moss  on  its  surface, 
another,  which  had  flowed  only  twenty  years  ago  was  already  in 
many  places  covered  with  lichens.  The  Sicilian  bishop  then  seems 
to  have  had  better  reasons  for  his  orthodoxy  than  the  excellence  of 
his  see.  But  there  is  a  decisive  witness  against  Mr.  Brydone;  it  is 
Mr.  Brydone  himself.  Speaking  of  the  country  near  Hybla  (vol.  i. 
p.  172,  173),  he  gives  the  following  recital:  “  It  was  so  celebrated 
for  its  fertility.^  and  particularly  for  its  honey,  that  it  was  called 
Mel  Passi,  till  it  was  overwhelmed  by  the  lava  of  Etna:  andy  having 
then  become  totally  barren;  by  a  kind  of  pun,  its  name  was  changed 
to  INIal  Passi.  In  a  second  eriifition^  by  a  shower  of  ashes  from  the 
mountain^  it  soon  resumed  its  ancient  beauty  and  fertility^  and  for 
many  years  w  as  called  Bel  Passi.  Last  of  all,  in  1669,  it  was  again 
laid  under  an  occaj)  of  fire,  and  reduced  to  the  most  wretched  sto 
rility;  since  which  time,  it  is  known  again  by  its  second  appellation 
of  Mai  Passi.  However,  the  lava,  in  its  course  over  this  beautiful 
country,  has  left  several  little  islands  or  hillocks  just  enough  to 
show  what  it  formerly  was.  These  make  a  singular  appearance;  in 
all  the  bloom  of  luxuriant  vegetation,  surrounded  and  rendered  al¬ 
most  inaccessible  by  large  fields  of  black  and  rugged  lava.”  ‘‘  The 
first  eruption  which  destroyed  the  country  of  Mel  Passi  is  of  ver\ 
old  date.  It  destroyed  particularly  two  noble  churches,  regretted 
much  on  account  of  three  statues  in  Ihem  which  were  reckoned, 
the  most  perfect  in  the  island;  they  have  been  searched  for  in 
vain.”  p.  174.  There  cannot  be  a  more  complete  demolition  of  the 
calculations  of  Recuficro  than  that  which  Mr.  Brydone  furnishes 
unawares. 


A  veut  singular  occurrence. 

The  science  of  astrology,  both  natural  and  judicial,  has  been 
generally  and  deservedly  rejected.  It  has  in  relation  to  astronomy 
been  termed  the  foolish  daughter  of  a  wise  mother.  The  light  of 
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science  and  of  the  gospel,  has  so  greatly  prevailed,  as  to  preclude 
the  probability  of  its  restoration  to  any  degree  of  reputation  in 
Christian  countries.  There  is,  nevertheless,  in  the  life  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  English  poet  Dryden,  a  circumstance  mentioned  by  Charles 
Wilson,  Es<j.  of  so  singular  a  nature  and  at  the  same  time  so  well 
attested,  as  to  show  that  though  astrological  calculations  and  con¬ 
clusions  are  generally  wrong,  they  may  sometimes,  like  the  saying 
of  a  heathen  oracle,  turn  out  right. 

Dryden,  with  all  his  understanding,  was  weak  enough  to 
be  fond  of  judicial  astrology,  and  used  to  calculate  the  nativity 
of  his  children.  When  his  ladv  was  in  labour  with  his  son 
Charles,  he  being  told  it  was  decent  to  withdraw,  laid  his  watch 
on  the  table,  begging  one  of  the  ladies  then  present,  in  a  most 
solemn  manner,  to  take  exact  notice  of  the  vea  y  minute  that  the 
child  was  born;  which  she  did,  and  acquainted  him  with  it.  About 
u  week  after,  when  his  lady  was  pretty  \vell  recovered,  Mr.  Dry¬ 
den  took  occasion  to  tell  her  that  he  had  been  calculating  the 
child’s  nativity;  and  observed,  with  grief,  that  he  was  born  in  an 
evil  hour;  for  Jupiter,  Venus,  and  the  Sun,  were  all  under  the 
earth,  and  the  lord  of  his  ascendant  adlicted  with  a  hateful  square 
of  Mars  and  Saturn.  “  If  he  live  to  arrive  at  the  8th  year,”  says 
he,'“  he  will  go  near  to  die  a  violent  death  on  his  very  birth-day; 
but  if  he  should  escape,  as  I  see  but  small  hopes,  he  will  in  the 
23d  year  be  under  the  very  same  evil  direction;  and  if  he  should 

escape  that  also,  the  33d  or  34lh  year  is,  I  fear” - Here  he  was 

interrupted  by  the  immoderate  grief  of  his  lady,  who  could  no 
longer  hear  calamity  prophesied  to  befal  her  son.  The  lime  at  last 
came,  and  August  was  the  inauspicious  month  in  which  young 
Dryden  was  to  enter  into  the  eighth  year  of  his  age.  The  court 
being  in  progress,  and  Mr.  Dryden  at  leisure,  he  >vas  invited  to  the 
country-seat  of  the  earl  of  Berkshire  his  broiher-ln-law,  to  keep 
the  long  vacation  with  him  in  Charlcton  in  \Vilt«;  his  lady  was  in¬ 
vited  to  her  uncle  Mordaunt’s  to  pass  Uie  remainder  of  the  sum¬ 
mer.  When  they  came  to  divide  the  children,  lady  Elizabeth 
would  have  him  to  take  John,  and  sitflTer  her  to  take  Charles:  but 


Jlr.  Drydeu  was  too  absolute,  and  they  parted  In  anger;  he  took' 
Charles  with  him,  and  she  was  obliged  to  be  content  with  John. 
When  the  fatal  day  came,  the  anxiety  of  tl>e  lady’s  spirits  occa¬ 
sioned  such  an  effervescence  of  blood,  as  threw  her  into  so  violent 
a  fever,  that  her  life  was  despaired  of,  till  a  letter  came  froiXi  Mr. 
Dryden,  reproving  her  for  her  womanish  credulity,  and  assuring 
her  that  Jier  child  was  well;  which  recovered  her  spirits,  and  in 
six  weeks  after  slie  received  an  cclaircissement  of  the  whole  af¬ 
fair.  Mr.  Dryden,  either  through  fear  of  boing  reckoned  super¬ 
stitious,  or  thinking  it  a  science  beneath  his  study,  was  extremely 
cautious  of  letting  any  one  know  that  he  was  a  dealer  in  astrology; 
therefore  could  not  excuse  his  absence  on  his  son’s  anniversary, 
from  a  general  hunting-match  which  lord  Berkshire  had  made,  to 
which  all  the  adjacent  gentlemen  were  invited.  When  he  went  out^ 
he  took  care  to  set  the  boy  a  double  exercise  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
which  he  taught  his  children  himself,  with  a  strict  charge  not  to 
stir  out  of  the  room  till  his  return;  well  knowing  the  task  he  had 
set  lum  would  take  up  longer  time.  Charles  was  performing  his 
duty  in  obedience  to  his  father;  but  as  ill  fate  w'ould  have  it,  the 
stag  made  totvards  the  house;  and  the  noise  alarming  the  servants, 
they  hasted  out  to  sec  the  sport.  One  of  them  took  young  Dryden 
by  the  hand,  and  let  him  out  to  see  it  also;  when,  just  as  they  came 
to  the  gate,  the  stag  being  at  bay  with  the  dogs,  made  a  bold  push, 
and  leaped  over  the  court-wall,  which  was  very  low  and  very  oW; 
and  the  dogs  following,  threw  down  a  part  of  the  wall  10  yards  in 
length,  under  which  Charles  Dryden  lay  buried.  He  was  imme¬ 
diately  dug  out;  and  after  six  weeks  languishing  in  a  dangerous 
vvay,  he  recovered.  So  far  Dryden’s  prediction  was  fulfilled.  In 
the  23d  year  of  his  age,  Charles  fell  from  the  top  of  an  old  tower 
belonging  to  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  occasioned  by  a  swimming  in 
his  head  with  which  he  was  seized,  the  heat  of  the  day  being  ex¬ 
cessive.  He  again  recovered,  but  was  ever  after  in  a  languishing 
sickly  state.  In  the  33d  year  of  his  age,  being  returned  to  England, 
he  was  unhappily  drowned  at  Windsor.  He  had  with  another  gen¬ 
tleman  swam  twice  over  the  Thames;  but  returning  a  third  time,  it 
wa^  supposed  he  was  taken  with  the  cramp,  because  he  called  out 
for  help,  though  too  late.  Thus  the  father’s  calculation  prpved  but 
too  prophetical. 


ORIGINAL  SERMON,  BY  THE  REV.  OLIVER  HEYWOOD, 

07ie  of  the  Puritan  Ministers  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  ^ 

The  Hcv.  Mr.  Oliver  IIeywood.  author  ol  the  follo\^ ing  dis¬ 
course,  which  is  published  from  the  original  in  his  own  hand  wri¬ 
ting,  it  is  well  known  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  ejected 
ministers.  An  account  of  him  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Palmer’s  Non¬ 
conformist  Memorial,  vol.  ii.  page  559.  His  biography  has  also 
been  given  at  large,  in  a  handsome  pocket  volufnc,  entitled, 

“  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Heywood,  with  Historical  Sketches 
of  the  times  in  which  he  lived;  and  Anecdotes  of  some  other  emi¬ 
nent  Ministers  in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire,”  5cc.  by  J.  Fawcett, 
A.  M. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  whose  death  occasioned  this 
discourse,  was  another  of  these  worthies.  The  Nonconformist  Me¬ 
morial  gives  his  name  among  the  ministers  in  Lancashire,  as  eject¬ 
ed  from  Diickenfield ;  and  infoi ms  us,  that  he  was  of  Oxford  uni¬ 
versity;  puritanically  educated;  went  into  Ncw-England,  and  upon 
his  return,  gathered  a  congregational  church  at  Duckcnfield ;  and  ' 
afterwards  removed  to  Stockport.  He  was  a  very  holy  man,  a  per¬ 
son  of  great  learning  and  judgment,  and  a  most  incomparable 
preacher.  Xoncoii,  Mem,  vol.  ii.  p.  91. 

‘‘  Denton,  Jan.  22,  1694.*  Upon  occasion  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Sa- 
muel  Eaton,  who  died  Jan.  the  9th,  and  was  buried  Jan.  the 
I2ih.  He  desired  this  oflice  of  love  from  me,  and  appointed  this 
text.” 

JOR  xix.  25,  26,  27. 

/  knovj  that  mij  Redeemer  livethy  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  day  ufion  tite  earth;  and  thoughy  after  my  skiny  worms  destroy 
this  bodyy  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  Gody  whim  I  shall  see  for 
myself  arid  my  eyes  shall  beholdy  and  not  another,  though  my  reins 
be  consumed  within  me. 

It  was  the  desire  of  our  beloved  neighbour  and  dear  brother, 
Mr.  Eaton,  whose  w’earisome  pilgrimage  God  hath  graciously 
finished,  that  he  might  be  buried  amongst  us,  and  that  I  w'ould 
preach  a  sermon  to  the  living:  this  his  desire  he  expressed  to  me 

*  The  Nonconformist  Memorial  mentions  1664  as  the  time  of  Mr.  Ea¬ 
ton’s  death;  here  we  read  1694.  I  know  not  which  is  right. — Editor. 
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bomc  years  ago,  but  did  not  mention  any  particular  portion  of  scrip¬ 
ture  which  was  in  his  thoughts  and  desire  to  be  preached  on.  I 
understand  he  continued  in  this  desire  to  his  dying  day,  and  ot  late 
singled  out,  and  mentioned  these  memorable  words  of  Job;  that 
word  Job,  in  the  midst  of  his  affliction,  so  earnestly  desired  iiiight  be 
transmitted  to  posterity, that  it  might  he  written,  printed, and  graven 
with  a  pen,  and  hid  in  a  rock,  that  it  might  abide  for  ever;  in  which 
he  doth  fully  clear  his  own  uprightness,  and  has  left  a  legacy  to 
the  church.  This  portion  of  scripture  he  fitly  pitched  upon  as  a 
believer,  one  that  had  drunk  of  Job’s  cup  of  affliction  and  consola¬ 
tion.  He  drunk  in  good  measure  of  Job’s  cup  of  affliction:  he  was 
much  afflicted  in  his  estate  in  the  time  of  the  former  bishops;  he 
was  so  afflicted  in  his  body,  liberty,  friends,  good  name,  oft  times, 
and  many  ways  troubled  and  grieved  in  his  spirit.  Among  his  ma¬ 
ny  afflictions  I  observed  two  especially  did  sit  upon  his  spirit: 

One,  the  great  wrong  that  was  done  him  in  his  good  name,  not 
by  enemies,  but  friends;  he  might  truly  say  with  Job,  verse  19  of 
this  chapter.  They  whom  I  loved  arc  turned  against  me,  and  with 
the  best  of  men,  David,  Psalm  xxxv.  11.  and  our  Saviour,  “  false 
witnesses  did  rise  up,  they  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew 
not.” 

The  other  was  the  loss  of  his  speech,  whereby  he  was  unfitted 
to  serve  God  and  his  church  as  formerly;  yet  when  the  Lord  had 
humbled  him  and  proved  him,  he  cleared  his  innocency,  and  re¬ 
stored  to  him  some  measure  of  usefulness.  Blessed  be  his  name, 
he  drunk  of  Job’s  cup  of  consolation,  he  had  the  testimony  of  his 
conscience  on  his  side,  when  he  was  afflicted,  and  accused,  and  re¬ 
proached  ;  he  knew  the  grounds  of  his  comfort,  and  had  grace 
given  him  to  apply  the  same,  and  therewith  to  comfort  himself,  as 
Job  did  in  the  midst  of,  and  above  all  his  afflictions,  as  appears  in 
the  most  full  and  comfortable  profession  of  his  faith:  he  did  fitly 
pitch  upon  this  portion  of  scripture  to  be  spoken  of  to  the  church 
after  his  decease.  If  we  consider  him  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
hereby  he  took  course,  that  the  church  might  be  put  in  mind  of  the 
doctrine  he  preached,  which  he  believed,  professed,  lived  in,  and 
died  in,  that  they  might  be  encouraged  in  their  faith,  profession, 
and  practice  of  it.  There  are  several  articles  of  our  faith  included 
in  these  words,  which  I  cannot  speak  of  particularly  in  a  sermon; 
but  that  which  I  shall  make  choice  of  in  the  general,  is,  to  clear 
two  main  things  held  out  in  these  verses. 


I.  Job's  safe  estate  in  midst  of  his  afllictions. 

II.  His  comfortable  state  in  midst  ol  his  sorrows  and  vexations 
of  spirit. 

1.  Job’s  state  is  safe  at  present,  notwithstandint^  his  sins;  he  was 
afflicted  in  his  estate,  friends,  body,  name;  yet  a  safe  man,  for  he 
had  a  Redeemer,  a  kinsman,  an*  elder  brother,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  had  right  and  power  to  redeem  him  from  sin  and 
affliction.  Psalm  exxx.  7;  therefore  he  shall  be  saved.  See  Job 
xiii.  8—16. 

2.  His  safe  estate  in  after  time;  bis  Redeemer  liveth  as  God, 
that’s  his  nature  and  being;  and  as  man,  though  he  died,  yet  he 
rose  again  and  liveth  for  ever,  Rev.  i.  18.  therefore  is  ever  a  Re¬ 
deemer  to  him. 

1.  He  is  safe  in  death,  though  death  separate  soul  and  body,  and 
he  can  live  no  longer  than  his  appointed  time  on  earth,  to  behold 
men  and  worship  God,  yet  his  Redeemer  liveth,  death  cannot  se¬ 
parate  him  from  the  love  of  Christ;  Rom.  viii.  38.  it  cannot  dis¬ 
solve  this  union;  Christ  would  take  care  that  his  soul  should  enter 
into  peace,  and  his  body  rest  in  the  most  soft,  sweet,  and  safe  bed 
of  the  grave.  Isai.  Ivii.  1,  2. 

2.  He  is  safe  in  the  grave;  his  Redeemer  liveth  to  preserve  the 
precious  dust  of  this  body,  that  none  of  it  be  lost.  Not  the  least 
particle  of  the  dust  of  his  redeemed,  sanctified  body  (a  member 
of  Christ,  and  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost),  shall  be  lost.  1  Cor. 
vi.  15. 

3.  He  is  safe  in  the  resurrection;  his  Redeemer  liveth  to  raise 
his  body  out  of  the  dust,  to  unite  it  to  his  own  soul,  and  make  it 
like  to  his  glorious  body.  John  vi.  39.  Phil.  iii.  21. 

4.  He  is  safe  in  the  day  of  judgment,  safe  from  condemnation; 
his  Redeemer  liveth,  he  shall  be  his  judge,  as  God  hath  appointed. 
Acts  X.  36,  42. 

II.  As  his  safe  state  in  all  his  afflictions  is  here  manifest,  so  his 
comfortable  state  in  all  his  sorrows;  for,  he  knew  by  faith,  1st,  that 
he  had  a  living  Redeemer;  he  did  not  only  know  by  an  historical 
faith  that  there  was  a  Messiah,  (a  promised  seed,  in  whom  all  na¬ 
tions  w’ere  blessed,  typified  in  the  sacrifices,  promised  to  Adam  and 
Abraham,  Gal.  iii.  7,  8.)  but  he  knew  by  a  justifying  faith  that  he 
was  his  Redeemer.  As  Abraham  believed,  Gen.  xv.  Job  believetl 
the  same  promise,  Job  xiii.  18.  his  conscience  told  him  he  had  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  for  his  Redeemer,  and  trusted  in  him,  though  hr 


should  slay  him,  v.  15.  and  he  knew  it  was  a  true  trust,  not  prc- 
'  sumption,  by  the  uprightness  of  his  lieart,  verse  15,  16.  and  by 
the  edects  of  it,  as  1st,  it  worked  by  love;  he  served  God  for  love, 
and  not  for  wages.  2dly,  It  purilied  his  heart,  and  cleansed  his  way, 
Job  hi.  4.  he  feared  God,  eschewed  evil;  3dly,  it  made  him  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  patience;  4thly,  it  strengthened  him  in  temptations  from 
Satan,  the  world,  friends;  so  tliat  he  kept  the  way  of  God,  and  was 
not  discouraged,  but  held  on  till  God  finished  his  temptations. 
Though  he  himself  was  in  a  dying  condition,  and  did  expect  death 
daily,  yet  his  comfort  was,  that  his  Redeemer  did  live,  and  should 
live  for  ever. 

2.  He  knew  by  faith  that  his  Redeemer  should  stand  in  the  latter 
days  upon  the  earth;  in  the  days  of  the  gospel,  he  should  assume 
the  nature  of  man,  and  live  upon  the  earth,  that  he  might  obey 
and  suffer,  die  and  rise  again,  and  ascend  to  heaven  for  his  re¬ 
demption;  and  at  the  last  day  he  should  come  from  heaven  to 
judgment,  when  he  should  be  justly  judged,  and  cleared,  though 
he  was  now  unjustly  accused,  and  judged  to  be  an  hypocrite,  a  de¬ 
ceiver,  a  wicked  man,  and  so  afllicted  by  God.  This  last  judgment 
was  prophesied  by  Enoch,  before  Christ’s  time,  Jude  14,  15. 
Abraham  also  believed  God  to  be  the  judge  of  all  the  world,  Cien. 
xviii.  25.  even  God  the  Son,  who  appeared  to  him  and  others  in  a 
human  shape,  as  a  forerunner  of  liis  incarnation.  This  was  Job’s 
comfort,  that  after  all  misjudgings  and  nsurings  are  past,  there 
should  be  a  last  judgment,  and  all  by  his  Redeemer. 

3.  He  knew  by  faith,  that  though  his  body  at  present  was  much 
worn  and  wasted  with  afHiction,  and  nothing  left  but  skin  and  bone, 
though  after  death  his  body  should  be  wholly  consumed  williin  and 
without,  yet  he* should  be  restored;  his  skin,  flesh,  bones,  eyes,  the 
self  same  body  that  had  so  suffered,  laid  in  the  grave,  consumed, 
though  ere  long  he  should  be  seen,  censured  no  more,  yet  when 
Christ  comes  he  should  appear  with  him  in  a  glorious  body,  in 
perfect  health,  strength,  and  beauty;  this  corruption  will  put  on 
incorruption.  Col.  iii. 

4.  He  knew  by  faith,  that  in  his  body,  restored  and  glorified,  he 
should  see  the  Redeemer’s  glorified  body,  even  with  those  eyes 
that  had  seen  so  much  ailliction.  What  a  glorious,  ravishing  sight 
will  that  bel  to  sec  the  body  of  his  Redeemer,  that  suftered  so 
much,  so  painful  a  death  for  him;  and  that  with  the  eyes  of  his  un¬ 
derstanding  he  should  see  God,  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and 


God  the  Holy  Ghost;  he  shall  see  him  face  to  face,  know  him  as 
he  is  known,  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  him.  1  Cor.  xiii.  Be 
blessed^  and  be  like  him.  Matt.  v.  8.  1  John  iii.  2. 

Job  was  confirmed  in  his  faith  by  God’s  translating  Enoch,  Geli. 
V.  24.  and  by  God’s  preparing  an  ark,  and  shutting  up  Noah  in  it, 
a  figure  of  the  eternal  salvation  of  the  elect,  signihed  and  sealed 
by  baptism,  \  Pet.  iii,  21.  This  most  comfortable  truth  of  seeing 
(iod  in  glory,  and  enjoying  him,  the  saints  ot  old  were  acquainted 
with;  the  patriarchs  were  pilgrims  here,  and  sought  an  heavenly 
country,  Heb.  xi.  9,  10,  15.  Moses  desired  by  faith  to  see  God’s 
glory,  Exod.  xxxiii.  but  God  told  him  that  mercy  was  reserved  for 
another  life. 

David,  Psa.  xv.  I .  Psa.  xxiv.  dcscribeth  the  man  that  shall  as¬ 
cend  into  God’s  iiill,  Psalm  xvi.  xvii.  ult.  This  is  the  completing 
of  our  happiness.  1  Thes.  iv.  17. 

APPLICATION. 

'  We  have  seen  the  safety  and  comfortableness  of  Job’s  estate,  in 
the  midst  of  his  afllictions  and  sorrows,  cleared  out  of  these  verses, 
in  which  he  makes  a  confession  of  his  faith,  which  is  also  a  profes¬ 
sion  of  his  integrity,  and  an  encouragement  against  the  false  judg¬ 
ing  of  his  friends.  Our  dear  brother  deceased  made  the  same 
profession  of  the  same  faith,  in  his  afilietions.  and  desired  it  might 
be  made  known  to  the  clmrch  after  his  decease,  and  by  it  he  being 
dead,  yet  speaketh,  with  believing  Abel,  to  his  neighbours,  friends, 
all  in  civil  and  spiritual  relation  to  him,  on  this  manner, 

1.  I  leave  you  in  this  my  last  sermon,  for  a  memorial,  the  sum 
of  that  doctrine  I  have  been  taught  in  the  church  of  God,  have 
believed,  professed^  practised,  and  many  years  preached  to  you,  in 
which  I  have  lived  and  died,  that  yc  may  remember  it.  hold  it  fast, 
live  and  die  in  it:  some  articles  of  it  arc  these  following:  1.  That 
all  men,  even  the  best  of  men,  are  sinful  and  miserable,  and  can¬ 
not  redeem  themselves,  but  need  a  Redeemer.  2.  That  God,  pas¬ 
sing  by  fallen  angels,  hath  provided  a  Redeemer  for  mankind,  his 
own  Son,  (iod  and  Man,  one  that  is  willing,  for  he  is  a  Redeemer 
in  name  and  office;  able,  he  is  a  loving'  Redeemer,  life  itself,  able 
to  overcome  the  death  of  sin  and  misery.  5.  This  Redeemer  is 
not  for  all  men,  but  for  particular  persons,  such  as  have  grace 
given  them  to  believe,  to  accept  of  Christ,  and  apply  him  out  of  a 
sense  of  their  need  of  a  Redeemer.  4.  That  particular  believers 
may,  in  the  use  of  God’s  means  in  an  ordinary  way,  attain  to  assur- 


ancc  that  Christ  is  their  Redeemer,  not  only  to  a  good  hope,  but 
certainty  of  faith.  5.  That  though  the  redeemed  die,  yet  they  do 
not  perish;  there  is  a  resurrection;  the  same  bodies  which  they 
lay  down  shall  rise  again.  6.  I'lvat  Christ,  the  Redeemer  of  the 
elect,  shall  come  at  last  to  judge  the  world.  7.  That  after  the  re¬ 
surrection,  and  day  of  judgment,  the  redeemed  shall  have  a  glori¬ 
ous  and  blessed  sight  of  their  Redeemer,  both  in  body  and  soul. 

2.  You  have  been  all  baptized  into  this  one  faith;  you  have  been 
taught  it,  have  embraced  it,  professed  it;  you  all  agree  in  the  sub¬ 
stantial  and  saving  doctrine  of  faith,  been  partakers  of  the  holy 
supper,  whereby  you  have  been  confirmed  in  faith;  see  that  you 
live  in  love,  that  you  bear  one  another’s  burdens  and  infirmities, 
and  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ. 

3.  I  have  gone  before  you  in  a  way  of  patience  as  well  as  of 
obedience;  my  afflictions,  with  holy  Job,  have  been  many  and 
great,  some  of  long  continuance.  I  have  been  afflicted  in  my  estate, 
body,  spirit,  friends,  name;  that  which  hath  been  my  support  and 
comfort  in  all  my  afflictions,  is  faith  in  a  Redeemer,  that  my  sins 
are  forgiven,  through  his  blood,  that  he  hath  redeemed  me  from 
the  hurt  of  all  afflictions;  that  by  him  I  shall  be  redeemed  out  of 
all  sin  and  misery,  from  death  and  the  grave;  and  he  will  not  leave 
me  till  he  brings  me  to  the  blessed  sight  of  God  in  glory:  and  this 
faith  win  be  your  comfort  in  like  afflictions. 

4.  I  have,  as  you  know,  been  dying  many  years,  and,  at  my  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  departed  from  among  you,  as  well  as  others.  I,  your 
neighbour,  friend,  pastor,  can  speak  no  more  to  you,  can  pray  no 
more  for  you,  can  converse  no  more  with  you,  can  walk  no  more 
amongst  you;  but  my  Redeemer  and  your  Redeemer  liveth,  to  do 
all  these  offices  of  love  for  you;  he  liveth  to  bring  to  your  remem¬ 
brance  my  doctrine,  examples,  counsels,  admonitions;  to  bless  the 
word  I  have  preached  to  you,  to  answer  the  prayers  I  have  put  up 
to  God  for  you;  he  will  raise  up  living  instruments  of  your  instruc¬ 
tion,  support,  and  comfort;  his  Spirit  liveth  to  be  an  instructor  and 
comforter;  the  word  liveth  to  be  the  food  of  your  spiritual  life; 
there  shall  be  living  ordintinces,  living  and  lifc-cherishing  societies 
of  redeemed  ones,  with  which,  if  you  hold  communion,  both  in 
public  and  private,  you  shall  find  your  spiritual  life  maintained  and 
increased. 

5.  I  die  in  an  evil  time,  and  leave  you  and  the  church  of  God 
in  great  and  general  affliction:  I,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  not- 


withstanding  all  my  enemies,  die  in  my  own  house  and  bed,  and 
come  to  my  grave  in  peace,  according  to  niy  heart’s  desire.  1  have 
lived  to  see  evils  come  upon  the  Church  1  expected  not:  but,  what 
you  may  live  to  see,  I  know  not.  You  may  drink  deeper  of  the 
cup  of  allliction  than  I  have  done.  Be  of  good  comfort;  I  leave  you 
this  living  comfort,  your  Redeemer  liveth,  and  will  redeem  you 
out  of  all,  as  he  hath  done  me.  He  gives  life  and  being  to  all  afflic-. 
lions,  and  instruments  of  them,  even  the  greatest;  and  takes  it 
away  at  his  pleasure.  He  outlives  them  all;  and  because  he  lives^ 
ye  shall  live  also^  and  outlive  them.  John  xiv.  19. 

6.  Some  of  you,  to  whom  1  have  preached,  and  with  whom  I 
have  walked,  have  greatly  grieved  my  heart,  with  your  errors  in 
doctrine,  and  disorderly  walkings;  your  scandals  and  divisions. 
Some  of  you  have  returned  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for  my 
good  w’ill;  have  filled  me  with  reproaches:  some  of  you  have  re¬ 
mained  under  censures,  and  have  not  repented.  These  things  have 
grieved  me,  and  sent  me  often  to  heaven  with  a  sad  heart;  even  to 
my  living  Redeemer,  that  he  would  redeem  you  from  sin,  and  me 
from  sorrow.  It  may  be,  when  I  am  at  rest  in  my  grave,  and  turn¬ 
ed  to  dust,  you  may  remember  these  things,  and  be  grieved  for 
your  sins  against  God,  and  wrongs  done  to  me.  If  you  repent,  and 
believe  in  your  Redeemer,  whom  1  have  preached  to  you,  and  to 
whom  I  have  poured  out  my  grieved  heart,  he  will  redeem  you 
from  all  your  sins,  and  from  the  hurt  of  all  the  smarting  afilictions 
you  may  meet  with,  and  I  shall  give  up  my  account  concerning 
you  with  joy.  But  be  sure,  I  say  be  sure  of  this,  that  you  do  not 
meet  me  before  my  living  Redeemer  at  the  last  day,  in  a  state  of 
impenitency:  how  sad,  O,  how  sad  will  it  be,  if  my  merciful  Re¬ 
deemer  be  your  severe  judge! 

2.  We  may  collect  hence,  from  Job’s  confession  of  faith,  and 
the  safety  and  comfortableness  of  his  estate,  included  therein,  the 
greatness  of  their  loss  who  are  like  unto  Job,  eminent  in  place  and 
grace,  that  have  such  faith  in  Christ,  and,  upon  just  occasions  pro¬ 
fess  it;  for,  1.  they  do  greatly  honour  God  in  the  world;  what  an 
honour  was  this  to  God,  that  in  a  time  of  hardest  trial,  when  Satan 
was  let  loose  upon  Job,  and  he  was  under  all  sorts  of  aflliction,  when 
God  dealt  with  him  as  an  enemy;  and  all  his  comforters  judged 
him  to  be  a  hypocrite  in  religion,  and  a  notorious  sinner,  that  then 
he  should  believe  God  to  be  his  Redeemer,  comfort  himself  in 
him,  boldly  profess  his  faith  in  him;  and  not  be  drawn  to  speak 


evil  of  him,  or  decline  his  way,  he  kept  his  hold  of  God  though 
beaten  off’. 

2.  They  have  interest  in  Christ  as  a  Redeemer,  therefore  he 
hath  a  special  care  of  them  in  evil  times;  there  is  more  hope, 
therefore,  in  dangerous  times,  sinful  times,  while  they  arc  living. 
God  hath  respect  to  their  persons,  prayers,  presence,  in  a  place.  Wc 
know  not  what  use  one  of  them  may  be  of,  to  continue  mercies, 
keep  off*  evils,  much  more  many;  the  hope  is  less,  and  danger  is 
greater  when  they  are  removed. 

3.  They  are  understanding  and  knowiiig  persons,  well  seen  in 
the  mysteries  of  religion,  able  to  instruct  others  concerning  Christ 
the  Redeemer,  his  divine  and  human  nature,  concerning  the  re¬ 
surrection,  day  of  judgment,  vision  of  God  in  glory,  there  is  a  loss 
of  spiritual  instructors,  and  the  greater  loss  of  these  that  have  been 
authorized  by  God  and  greatly  enabled  to  the  work. 

4.  They  are  comfortable  persons,  enabled  by  grace  to  comfort 
themselves  and  otliers,  in  many,  and  great  afflictions;  they  are  ac- 
(juainted  with  God’s  promises  of  comfort,  they  have  had  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  power  of  them  in  their  own  souls,  and  can  comfort 
others  from  their  own  experience  of  the  power  of  them  in  their 
own  souls:  there  is  a  loss  of  comforters. 

Let  us  all  be  stirred  up  after  the  example  of  holy  Job,  to  give 
diligence  to  attain  the  assurance  of  faith,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
say,  particularly,  my  Redeemer  liveth.  We  are  sure  of  sin,  guilt, 
aflffetion,  more  or  less;  of  death,  of  judgment;  and  shall  we  not  get 
assurance  of  a  Redeemer?  give  diligence  for  assurance,  take  a 
right  course:  1.  Be  convinced  of  your  sin  and  misery  that  you 
need  a  Redeemer:  2.  Labour  to  know  this  Redeemer  God  hath 
provided,  in  his  person,  nature,  offices.  3.  Consider  and  meditate 
upon  the  general  offer  of  the  gospel;  Christ  is  willing  to  be  thy 
Redeemer,  he  offers  himself  to  thee,  if  thou  wilt  accept  of  him: 
4.  Accept  him  therefore,  be  willing  he  should  redeem  thee  from 
the  law  of  sin,  service  of  it,  guilt  and  condemnation  of  it:  5.  Pray 
earnestly  for  assurance;  search  thyself  narrowly,  whether  thou  hast 
not  accepted  of  Christ.  Where  Christ  is  a  Redeemer,  the  effects 
of  his  redemption  will  appear;  for  instance,  1.  thou  wilt  love  Christ 
as  a  Redeemer,  thy  soul  will  be  endeared  to  him,  heretofore  thou 
lovest  sin;  now  Christ  that  loved  thee  and  gave  himself  for  thee. 
2.  Thou  praisest  Christ  as  a  Redeemer,  art  greatly  thankful  to 
him,  Oh !  what  a  kindness  hath  he  done  thee;  what  a  tyrant  was 
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sin,  a  »lave  thou  wast  to  it.  3.  Thou  dost  earnestly  desire  more  .of 
the  power  of  Christ’s  redemption,  more  power  against  sin,  it 
grieves  thy  soul  when  sin  puts  up  its  head;  thou  complainest  to 
thy  Redeemer. 

4.  Thou  wilt  assuredly  love  and  long  for  perfect  redemption. 
Rom.  vii.  24;  2  Tim.  iv.  8. 

Where  Christ  is  accepted  there  is  the  seal  of  the  Spirit,  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit,  Eph.  ii.  13. 

Where  the  soul  bears  fruit  to  God  it  is  undoubtedly  married  to 
Christ,  Rom.  vii.  4. 

It  will  necessarily  follow,  on  the  contrary  (from  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  Job’s  safe  and  comfortable  condition,  having  this  knowledge 
of  a  Redeemer)  the  dangerous  and  uncomfortable  estate  of  all 
them  that  have  not  this  faith  of  a  Redeemer:  they  see  no  need, 
ihey  have  not  sought  after  him,  have  no  interest  in  him;  sin  hath 
power  over  them,  to  command  them:  afflictions  do  them  hurt: 
hence  many  that  were  troubled  about  their  sins  in  afflictions,  are 
worse  after;  death  will  have  power  over  them,  as  God’s  execu¬ 
tioner  to  force  their  souls  out  of  their  bodies;  the  grave  shall  have 
power  over  them,  as  God’s  prison,  to  hold  them  in  prison  chains 
till  the  great  assize;  the  resurrection  shall  have  power  over  them, 
to  raise  them,  against  their  wills,  as  God’s  jailor,  to  bring  them  be¬ 
fore  the  judge:  and  then  he  that  would  have  been  their  loving 
Redeemer,  shall  be  their  terrible  judge;  their  own  consciences  wit¬ 
nesses;  and  God’s  redeemed  ones,  whose  hearts  were  grieved  with 
their  sins,  witnesses  against  them:  ministers  who  have  proclaimed 
a  Redeemer  shall  testify  against  them:  and  God  himself  shall  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  witness  to  be  true:  and  they  having  nothing  to  say 
for  themselves,  shall  be  cast  and  condemned.  This  shall  aggravate 
their  misery,  that  a  Redeemer  was  offered,  they  refused  him; 
loved  sin  and  damnation  more  than  Christ  and  redemption.  They 
shall  see  the  redeemed  go  with  Christ  into  glory,  and  themselves 
thrust,  with  Satan  into  hell  torments. 
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THE  CATHOLIC  DOCTRINE  OF  A  TRINITY. 
i^Conctudvd  frotn  fia^e  4' >6.) 

XV!II. 

Ezek.  viii.  1 — 3.  The  hand  of  the  lord  god  fell  there  ufion  me — 
HE  {the  Lord  God)  fiut  forth  the  form  of  aii  hand^  and  took  me 
by  a  lock  of  mine  head^  and  the  spirit  lift  me  up,  ^c. 

In  this  text,  the  name  of  the  Lord  God^  and  the  name  of  the 
Sfiirit^  do  both  belontij  to  the  same  fernon,  Lor  though  it  be  said 
that  the  Sfiirit  lifted  ufi  the  prophet,  yet  was  it  no  other  than  the 
Lord  God  who  fut  forth  the  form  of  an  hand  and  took  him:  there¬ 
fore  the  SPIRIT  is  the  LORD  GOD. 

XIX. 

Acts  iv.  24,  25.  'Ihey  lift  n/i  their  voice  to  God  with  one  accord^  and 
said,  LORD  thou  art  god,  which  hast  made  heaven  and  earth, 
and  the  sea,  and  all  that  therein  is.  Who  by  the  mouth  of  thy 
servant  David  hast  said,  ksfc. 

The  terms  LORD  and  GOD  are  here  used  to  express  the  Di¬ 
vinity  of  him,  who  spake  by  the  mouth  of  his  servant  David,  But 
it  was  the  fierson  of  the  HOLY  GHOST,  yj\\osfiake  by  the  mouth 
of  his  servant  David — for,  saith  St,  Peter— This  scrijiture  must 
needs  have  been  fulfilled,  which  the  HOLY  GHOST  by  the  mouth 
of  DAVID  sfiake,  8cc.  Therefore  the  terms  LORD  and  CiOD 
are  certainly  used  to  exfiress  the  Divmity  of  the  HOLY  GHOST. 

So  again; 

It  was  the  LORD  GOD  of  Israel,  who  SPAKE  by  the  mouth 
of  his  holy  firofihets,  since  the  world  began,  lAike  i.  68.  70. 

But  tlien,  it  is  written — well  SPAKE  the  HOLY  GHOST  by 
Esaias  the  firofihet,  &c.  Act,  xxviii.  25.  Therefore  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  the  LORD  GOD  of  Israel, 

XX. 

Psal.  cxxxix.  7.  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  spirit?  or  whither 
shall  I  go  from  thy  Presence?  If  I  ascend  ufi  into  heaven,  thou 
art  there. 

The  Psalmist,  to  acknowledge  the  omnipresence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  says — H^hither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?  and  by  what  is 
immediately  subjoined,  he  shows  this  to  be  the  omnipresence  of 
God  himself — If  I  ascend  ufi  into  heaven,  THOU  art  there.  So 
that  the  terms  Thou  and  thy  Sfiirit,  are  equivalent;  i.  e.  equally 
conclusive  for  the  immediate  firesetice  of  the  divine  nature  itself. 
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XXI. 

It  was  said  by  the  Anj^el — Luke  i.  32. — He  shall  be  greats  and 
shall  be  called  the  SON  of  the  HIGHEST.  But  the  reason  given 
'  upon  this  occasion  WHY  Christ  was  called  the  SON  OF  GOD, 

is  this,  and  this  only,  viz.  because  he  was  i-egotten  by  the  Holy 
Ghost — “  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  ui)on  thee,  and  the  power 
of  the  HIGHEST  shall  overshadow  thee:  THEREFORE  also 
that  holy  thing  which  shall  be  born  of  thee  shall  be  called  the 
Son  of  GOD.’'  V.  35. 

When  Jesus  is  called  the  Hon  of  God.^  we  understand  the  su* 
jireme  and  true  God,  besides  whom  there  is  no  other.  The  Devils 
themselves  allowed  it,  and  said — ‘‘  Jesus^  thou  Son  of  God  MOST 
HIGHl”*  But  the  Person  in  God,  whose  Son  Jesus  is  said  to 
be  in  this  place,  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  whose  power  (called  the 
J^oiver  of  the  Highest)  he  was  begotten  of  the  blessed  virgin,  and 
thence  called  the  Hoji  <f  God. 

Therefore,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  God,  and  the  Highest. 

i  .  XXII. 

j  The  prophet  Isaiah,  in  his  6th  chapter,  tells  us  he  saw  the 

LORD  OF  HOSTS.  And  at  ver.  8.  that  he  heard  the  voice  of 

I  the  LOR  1),  SAYING — Go  and  tell  this  fieofile,  hear  ye  indeed,  but 

“  understand  not.  Sec. 

Yet  these  very  words,  whic^  the  prophet  declares  to  have  been 

t 

\  s/ioken  by  the  I^ord  even  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  were  spoken  by  the 

IHoly  G7/0S/— BV//S1'AKE  THE  HOLY  GHOST,  by  Esaias  the 
firo/ihet,  unto  our  Fathers,  saying.  Go  unto  this  fieofile  and  say, 
hearing  ye  shall  hear,  and  shall  not  understand,^  See. 

Therefore,  the  HOLY  GHOST  is  the  LORD  OF  HOS'l'S. 
The  article  of  the  Holy  Ghost’s  supreme  and  absolute  Divinity 
being  now  established  in  the  plainest  terms;  I  shall  proceed  to  an¬ 
swer,  from  the  scripture,  the  objections  usually  made  against  it 
from  thence. 

XXIII. 

t  Matth.  xix.  17.  There  is  none  good  but  one  that  is,  god. 

If  this  be  a  good  objection  to  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  it  must  be 
equally  strong  against  that  of  the  Hoiy  Ghost,  for  it  is  argued 
j  from  this  passage,  that  the  attribute  of  goodness  is  conBned  to  the 

I  single  fierson  of  God  the  Father;  who  therefore  is  a  Being  su¬ 

perior  to,  and  different  from  Christ  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  The 
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t  Acts  xxviii.  26,  27. 


error  of  this  argument  has  been  fully  shown  above:  ior  it  is  not 
one  fiersoitf  but  one  God^  whom  the  scripture  has  asserted  to  be 
good;  and  I  now  have  an  opportunity  of  confirming  it,  and  of 
proving  withal,  that  in  the  unity  of  this  one  God,  besides  whom 
no  other  is  goody  the  person  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is,  and  must  be 
included.  For  it  is  written — 'r/iy  SPIRIT  is  GOOD’*^ — so  that 
if  the  same  inspired  scripture  which  declares  the  person  of  the 
S/iirit  to  be  goody  does  also  as  plainly  declare  tha<  7ione  is  goody 
but  God  only;  then  the  Spirit  is  God,  even  the  only  tme  and  su¬ 
preme  God;  and  we  are  as  well  assured  of  it,  as  if  it  had  been 
said,  “  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is  the  S/iirity  who  is  one 
“  with  God.**  The  Hebrew  in  this  place  is  yet  stronger  than  the 
English.  It  is  not  (TOB)  goody  but  ('POBH)  goodness  itselfy  that 
is,  divine  essential  uncoramunicated  goodness,  besides  which  there 
neither  is  nor  can  be  any  other  of  the  like  kind.  There  is  one 
sort  of  goodness  communicated  to  men  ujxjn  earth;  as  we  read, 
Psal,  cxii.  5.  the  good  man  showeth  favour,  8cc.  and^dets  ii.  24. 
that  Barnabas  was  a  good  many  and  full  of  faithy  &c.  There  is 
another  sort  of  goodness  to  be  found  only  in  heaven,  and  that  is  the 
goodness  of  God,  which  is  essential;  but  this  goodness  is  also  an 
attribute  of  the  S/iirit;  who  therefore  is  proved  to  be  vei'y  God; 
and  by  that  argument  too,  for  the  sake  of  which,  some  have  denied 
him  to  be  God. 

XXIV^ 

t  IVIatth.  iii.  16.  The  Spirit  of  God, 

The  Spirit,  say  they,  is  not  Gody  because  he  is  only  the  Spirit 
^God.  But  so  likewise  the  human  tifiirity  whence  the  apostle 
has  taught  us  to  borrow  an  idea  of  the  Divincy  is  the  Spirit  OF 
a  man;  yet,  was  it  ever  pretended,  that  the  Sfiirity  for  this  I'eason, 
is  one  Being,  and  the  man  another?  No,  certainly;  and  the  same 
must  be  true  of  Gody  and  the  Spirit  of  God;  as  far  as  the  Being 
of  the  same  many  who  is  one  person  can  be  an  image  of  the  same 
Gody  who  is  three  persons.  But  there  is  the  plainest  testimony 
of  scripture,  that  the  Spirit,  though  said  to  be  the  Spirit  OF 
Jehovahy  is  also  called  by  the  express  name  of  Jehovah  himself. 
For  it  is  written,  Judg,  xv.  14.  that  the  Spirit  OF  Jehovah  CAME 
upon  Samson,  Yet  at  chap.  xvi.  20.  it  is  said,  that  Jehovah  him¬ 
self  DEPARTED  from  him.  Till  it  can  be  shown,  then,  that  the 
person  who  came  upon  him  was  oney  and  the  person  who  departed 
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from  him  was  another;  it  is  undeniable,  that  the  S/iirit^  though  said 
to  be  OF  Jehovah^  is  strictly  and  properly  Jehovah  himself, 

XXV. 

t  Heb.  ii.  4.  God  also  hearing  them  witiiess  gifts  of  the 

Holy  Ghost  according  to  his  own  will. 

Hence  it  is  objected,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  subservient  and 
subordinate  to  the  Will  of  another;  therefore  he  cannot  be  the 
supreme  and  true  God.  But  if  this  own  will  of  God  should  prove 
to  be  no  other,  than  the  will  of  the  Sjiirit,  this  imaginary  objection 
of  the  Hriansj  which  if  it  be  an  error  must  also  be  a  blasfihemy^ 
will  turn  to  a  demonstration  against  them.  And  that  the  %idll  of 
God  really  is  the  will  of  the  Spirit,  is  manifest  from  1  Cor.  xii.  11. 
.dll  these  worketh  that  one  and  the  selfsame  SPIRIT,  dividing  to 
every  man  severally  as  HE  (even  he  ///mse//*  WILLETH.) 

XXVL 

t  Rom.  viii.  26.  77ie  Spirit  //«W/'maketh  intercession  for  us. 

The  Spirit-  is  not  God,  because  he  maketh  intercession  with 
God;  and  Ciod,  as  it  is  imagined,  cannot  intercede  with  himself. 
But  it  is  a  matter  of  fact,  that  he  has  actually  done  this:  therefore 
it  is  wicked  and  false  to  say  that  he  cannot.  For  God  reconciled  the 
world  TO  HIMSELF,  and  it  was  done  by  intercession. 

The  other  objections  I  meet  w  ith,  are  of  this  stamp:  as  that 
the  Spirit  is  said  to  be  given,  to  proceed,  to  be  poured  out,  to  be 
sent;  and  they  argue  that  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  give,  to 
proceed  from,  or  to  send,  himself.  But  here  the  question  is  begged, 
that  God  is  but  one  person,  in  which  case  it  might  be  a  contradic¬ 
tion:  but  the  scriptures  demonstrate,  as  it  will  be  seen  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter,  that  God  is  three  persons;  and  then  there  is  no 
contradiction  in  any  of  these  things.  It  is  also  to  be  observed, 
that  the  giving,  proceeding,  sending,  and  ministration  of  the  eternal 
Spirit  to  Christ  in  glory,  are  terms  that  concern  not  the  divine 
nature,  but  relate  merely  to  the  acts  and  offices,  w  hich  the  several 
persons  of  the  blessed  Trinity  have  mercifully  condescended  to  take 
upon  them,  for  conducting  the  present  economy  of  man’s  redemp¬ 
tion  and  sanctification. 

By  this  time,  I  take  it  for  granted,  every  pious  reader  must 
have  observed,  how  copious  and  conclusive  the  scriptures  of  the 
Old  Testament  are,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Trinity;  and  that  with¬ 
out  having  recourse  to  them  upon  every  occasion,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  or  for  any  man  to  deal  fairly  and  honestly,  by  the  Apostoii- 


cal  Doctrine  of  the  church  of  Enj^land.  Owv  Lord  himself  has 
told  us,  that  every  Scribe  or  teacher  instructed  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven^  shou/d  bring  forth  out  of  his  treasure^  things  NEW  and 
OLD.  Matt.  xiii.  52.  It  was  his  own  practice.  He  appealed,  at 
every  turn,  to  the  Law^  the  Prophets^  and  the  Psalms^  for  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  his  own  doctrine;  and  the  church  has  followed  his  ex¬ 
ample,  from  the  days  of  the  apostles,  almost  down  to  the  present 
times.  And  so  far  is  the  Old  Testament  from  beini^;  no  part  of 
the  scripture,  that  it  is  the  book,  and  the  only  book,  the  gospel 
calls  by  the  name  of  the  scripture.  It  was  this  book,  which  the 
noble  and  faithful  Berdans  searched  every  day  of  their  lives,  to  see 
whether  the  gospel  then  preached,  and  afterwards  published  in 
the  N‘ew  Testament ^  was  agreeable  to  it;  with  the  intention  either 
to  receive  or  reject  it,  as  it  should  appear  to  be  recommended  by 
this  authority.  It  was  this  book,  for  his  skill  in  which,  Apollos  is 
praised  as  one  mighty  in  the  scriptures;  the  same  scriptures,  of 
which  St,  Paul  was  bold  to  affirm,  for  the  benefit  of  a  brother 
Christian^  that  they  were  able  to  make  him  wise  unto  salvation,^ 
through.  Faith  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  As  long  as  this  Faith  flour¬ 
ished  in  the  church,  these  scriptures  were  much  read  and  profit¬ 
ably  understood:  but  now  it  is  dwindled  into  a  dry  lifeless  system 
of  morality,  they  are  become  in  a  manner  useless;  and  some  (it 
grieves  me  to  say  it)  even  of  those  who  have  undertaken  to  teach 
others^  want  themselves  to  be  taught  again  this  first  element  of 
Christianity,  that  the  Testament  can  never  be  understood  and 
explained  but  by  comparing  it  with  the  Old. 

Of  this  error  and  its  consequences,  we  have  a  sad  example  in 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Clarke;  a  man  whose  talents  might  have  adorn¬ 
ed  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  had  not  his  Faith  been  eaten  up  by  a 
heathen  spirit  of  imagination  and  philosophy.  He  published  a 
book  entitled.  The  Scripture  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity;  a  work  of 
great  pains  and  premeditation.  In  a  short  preface,  he  allows  the 
subject  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  m  religion — not  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  carelessly — but  examined  by  a  serious  study  of  the  WHOLE 
SCRIPTURE.  And  to  convince  the  world  that  this  and  no  other 
was  his  own  practice,  he  affirms  in  his  Introduction^  p.  17.  and 
prints  it  in  capitals^  that  he  has  collected  ALL  the  Texts  relating 
to  that  matter.  Yet  his  whole  collection  is  finished  and  shut  up 
without  a  Single  Text  from  the  Old  Testament i  I  cannot  find  that 
he  has  even  mentioned  such  a  book.  ‘‘  The  Christian  revelation,** 


says  he,  p.  1.  “  is  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  his  apostles.”  This 
he  calls,  p.  4. — ‘‘  The  books  of  scri/iture;*'  and  again,  p.  5. — 
‘‘  77i<‘  books  of  scH/iture — not  only  t/ie  Rult^hui  tht  Whole  and  the 
only  Rule  of  truth — the  only  foundation  we  have  to  go  upont” 
And  he  proves  it  thus — because  no  man  has  since  pretended  to 
have  any  new  revelation.”  An  argument  that  will  prejudice 
few  people  in  favour  of  his  sincerity.  For  though  there  has  been 
no  new  revelation  SINCE  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  as  we 
all  confess:  does  it  follow  that  there  was  no  old  revelation  BE- 
FOUE  them?  and  did  this  author  never  read,  that  the  same  GOD, 
who  s/iake  in  these  lust  days  by  his  Son,  sfiake  in  times  jiast  unto  the 
fathers  by  the  prophets?  fleb.  i.  1.  yet  he  affects  to  know  nothing 
at  all  of  the  matter. 

And  as  to  the  use  he  makes  of  the  J\>*ew  Testament^  who  would 
expect,  that  a  man  who  has  made  Nothing  of  one  half  of  God’s 
I’v  velation,  should  be  very  nice  in  his  treatment  of  the  other?  In 
the  first  place,  he  has  not  vouchsafed  to  follow  the  apostle’s  direc¬ 
tion  of  comjiaring  sfiiritual  things  with  sfnritual^  thence  to  collect 
their  true  meaning;  but  sets  down  his  Texts  in  such  an  order,  as 
makes  them  to  be  all  single  and  independent  of  one  another;  and 
that  gives  all  possible  liberty  to  the  imagination  to  thrust  in  whal 
sort  of  comment  it  pleases.  When  he  r  fers  to  any  parallel 
place  (which  I  think  is  never  done,  but  on  one  side  of  the  Ques¬ 
tion)  the  reader  is  not  directed  to  the  text  itself,  but  to  the  mean^ 
ing  he  has  fastened  upon  it.  At  the  beginning  of  every  chapter, 
he  sets  down  his  own  ofiinion  at  large,  as  the  title  of  it:  and  you 
arc  to  believe,  that  all  the  passages  of  that  division  do  certainly 
prove  it;  which  if  cleared  of  his  comments,  and  compared  with 
other  tex:s,  are  found  to  prove  no  such  thing,  but  the  very  con¬ 
trary.  And  this  he  calls  The  Scri/iture  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity: 
but  if  we  call  it  by  its  true  name,  it  is — Clarke’s  Doctrine  of  the 
Scrifiture;i\\dt  is,  of  halfiht.  scripture.  Mow  came  it  to  pass,  that 
he  should  thus  boldly  set  down  his  own  resolutions  upon  the  most 
profound  article  of  the  Christian  faith,  without  consulting  all  the 
evidence  that  relates  to  it,  or  rightly  examining  a?iy  fiart  of  it: 
'  how  this  came  to  pass,  God  is  to  determine,  to  whom  all  things 
are  naked  and  open.  All  I  have  to  do  with  him,  is  to  rescue  the 
n  brd  of  God  from  such  deceitful  handling.  And  I  have  prevailed 
with  myself  to  make  these  few  reflections,  because  I  find  some 
modern  objectors  of  a  lower  class,  have  used  this  book  in  con- 


versation  and  in  print,  as  the  oracle  of  the  party,  taking  tlic 
scriJUure  upon  trust  as  his  principles  would  give  him  leave  to  re¬ 
tail  it.  I  know  it  will  be  accounted  a  har'd  thirig"^  and  called  in- 
vidiousy  to  rake  thus  into  the  ashe.s  of  a  writer,  who  is  not  alive 
to  answer  for  himself.  And  I  confess,  I  am  very  far  from  taking 
any  pleasure  in  it.  But  is  it  not  much  harder^  that  the  ashes  of 
this  man  should  be  scattered  over  the  land,  to  breed  and  inflame 
the  plague  of  heresy,  till  the  whole  headi^  sick  and  the  heart  fainty 
and  the  whole  body  full  of  putrefying  blains  and  sorts?  ^rianism  is 
now  no  longer  a  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darknessy  but  that 
brazens  it  out  against  the  sun’s  light,  and  destroyeth  in  the  7ioon 
day.  It  is  a  canker y  which  if  it  be  encouraged  much  longer,  will 
certainly  eat  out  the  vitals  of  Christianity  in  this  kingdom:  and 
when  the  faith  is  gone,  the  church  in  all  probability  will  soon  fol¬ 
low  after  it:  for  if  the  holy  oil  be  wasted  and  spilt,  the  lamp  that 
was  made  to  hold  it,  will  be  of  no  flirthcr  use. 

THE  lord’s  prayer, 

Translated  into  the  Otaheitean  languagey  by  Rev.  James  Covery  one 
of  the  Missionaries  at  Otaheite. 

The  friend  of  missions  and  the  philologer  will  we  believe  alike 
be  entertained  with  the  following  specimen  of  the  Otaheitean  lan¬ 
guage,  employed  in  conveying  evangelical  truth. 

Medooatane  no  matow  owye  teroto  t^lLryCy 

Father  of  us  who  in  the  heavens  art. 
woraa  i*yoa  nd*oe;  harremye  t*  areevenooa 
sacred  be  the  name  of  thee;  come  the  kingdom 
n6*oe;  humane  t*  prowmye  no'oe  nvawte  teeneea  venoouy 
of  thee;  make  the  word  of  thee  done  upon  earth, 

ma  eroto  t*  Erye:  Homye  maa  namatow  atahyc 

as  in  the  heavens:  Give  food  to  us  one 

mahannara  emooremye  tettahyeay ;  tettaramye  te  harra  no 

day  following  another;  forgive  the  sins  of 

matowy  ma  tettaramye  '  tatow  te  harra  no  ratow  terra 
us,  as  forgive  we  the  sins  of  them  that 

humane  eno  ya  matow;  ima  fwharatyemye  matow  eroto 


make  (or  do)  evil  to  us;  don’t 

lead 

us 

into 

te  nao 

no 

wohayy  amow 

matow 

my 

harra;  na 

e 

the  way 

of 

error,  keep 

us 

from 

sin;  for 

the 

areevenooa 

ta 

’or  eh  te 

mannawy 

eh 

te  meannaana 

kingdom 

is 

thine,  and  the 

power, 

and 

the  brightness 

no  mytyerouy 

hopoworcy  eh 

hopoworey 

Amen, 

of  goodness,  without  end,  and  without  end.  Amen. 
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Five  first  Verses  of  the  20th  Chapter  of  John,  translated  by  the 

same  Person. 

1  Puoylnwy  roa  aheea  fiooore  t*  mattaimoa 
In  the  morning  early  when  dark,  the  first 
viahamiara  no  atoroo^  myheamye  Mary  Magdalene 

day  of  seven,  cometh  Mary  Magdalene 

ya  te  farre  no  Teeafiafioiv^  eh  aheeona  te  owhye 

to  the  liousc  of  the  dead,  and  seelh  the  stone 

hofifioyey  my  te  farre  no  Feeapafiow, 

taken  away  from  the  house  of  the  dead. 

2  Ocea  horromye^  eh  myheamye  ya  Simon  Peter^  eh 

She  runneth,  and  cometh  to  Simon  Peter,  and 

ya  terra  taatahafieera^  xjawye  Jesus  wehenaro^  eh  ataw 
to  that  learner  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  saith 

xja  raowa^  ratow  teea  hofifioyey  te  Lord  rafifiye  tio  te 
to  them,  they  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of  the 

farre  no  Teeafiafiow^  eh  tatow  ima  etea  teeheea 

house  of  the  dead,  and  we  not  know  where 

ratOTJ  tcca  toedirro  yana. 
they  have  laid  him. 

Peter  ‘ivaharreoyyoy^  eh  terra  taatahafieera  eh 

Peter  went  forth,  and  that  learner,  and 

ivetyemye  tja  te  farre  no  Teeafiafioiv, 
came  to  the  house  of  the  dead. 

4  Paoiva  horro  torooa  wahitatatenno;  eh  te 
They  ran  both  together;  and  the 
taatahafieera  horro  nafifie  nafifie  Peter^  eh 

learner  ran  with  greater  haste  than  Peter,  and 

Tjetyemye  mattamooa  ya  te  farre  no  Teeafiafiow. 
came  first  to  the  house  of  the  dead. 

5  Psh  oeea  neriuye^  eh  heora  erotOy  weheeo 
And  he  stooping  down,  and  looking  in,  saw 

te  faraway  ahhoo  toedirromyey  waharre  ocea 
the  linen  clothes  lying  down,  went  he 

ima  eroto. 

not  in  (ready  he  >vent  not  in.) 


VoL.  III.  Aew  Serk's. 
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For  the  Evangelical  Intelligencer, 

dELLCT  SENTENCES  FBOM  THE  WRITINGS  OF  THE  rillMlllVE 

FATHERS. 

Gregorius  Nyssenus,  beautifully  denominates  such  as  arc 
firm  and  immovable  in  temptations,  islands  “  on  whom  the  salt 
waters  ot  wickedness  dash  on  every  side  without  effecting  any 
fluctuation  in  the  firmness  of  their  virtue.” 

Chrysostom  calls  the  church  ‘‘  a  mountain,”  and  adds  “  a 
thousand  armies  may  encamp  against  mountains  bending  their 
bows,  flourishing  their  shields  and  practising  their  stratagems,  and 
when  they  have  destroyed  their  own  power  may  go  away;  but  they 
cannot  hurt  them.  So  of  all  that  war  against  the  church  none  shall 
be  able  to  move  her.”  Neither  a  tyrant,  .the  populace,  battalions 
of  devils,  nor  their  prince  himself  are  able  to  prevail.” 

What  is  fate?”  said  Octavius.  He  answers,  “  it  is  what  God 
says  or  determines  concerning  every  one  of  us.” 

The  assertion  of  Irenaeus  relative  to  the  state  of  the  church  in 
his  day,  we  hope  soon  to  find  applicable  to  our  own.  “  Every 
where  the  church  is  famous,  every  where  a  wine  press  is  dug,  and 
every  where  there  are  some  that  receive  the  spirit.” 

Lactantius  speaking  of  the  cmcifixion  of  Christ,  says  ‘‘  he 
stretched  out  his  hands  in  his  passion  and  measured  the  worlds  that 
he  might  at  that  very  time  show  that  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to 
the  setting  of  it,  a  large  people,  gathered  out  of  all  languages  and 
tribes  should  come  under  his  wings  and  receive  the  most  great 
and  sublime  sign  in  their  foreheads.” 

Pacianus  says  the  poor,  the  mean,  the  humble,  the  modest 
soul;  the  soul  delivered  by  Christ,  is  an  image  of  the  church.  This 
the  Lord  came  to  save;  this  he  hath  not  left  in  hell;  this  is  the 
sheep  which  is  carried  on  his  shoulders.” 

If,”  says  Ambrose  of  Milan,  “  it  is  related  of  Ulysses  that  the 
binding  him  fast  to  the  tree  delivered  him  from  danger,  how  much 
more  must  it  be  said  that  the  tree  of  the  cross  hath  delivered  all 
kinds  of  men  from  the  danger  of  death.” 


Fhe  remark  of  Basil  of  Cesarea  is  affecting,  “  the  rose  is  florid, 
but  it  puts  shame  and  sorn)w  in  me,  for  as  often  as  I  look  on  that 
beautiful  flower,  I  am  put  in  mind  of  my  sin,  for  which  the  earth 
is  condemned  to  bring  forth  thorns  and  thistles.*’ 

In  allusion  to  the  saying,  “  a  poet  is  born  and  not  made;”  Ter- 
tuUian  observes  non  nascuntur,  christiani.”  Christians  arc 

made,  not  born  such.” 

Gregory  expressing  the  change  regeneration  produces,  says 
we  were  once  the  trees  of  Labanon,  but  he  hath  made  us  a  chariot 
for  himself,  transforming  tlie  nature  of  the  wood  into  silver  and 
gold.” 

“  They  that  labour  in  good  works  and  know  not  the  God  of 
piety,”  says  Chrysostom  “  are  like  to  the  remains 

of  the  dead:  they  are  clothed  in  beautiful  garments,  but  have  no 
sense  in  them.” 

Amrrose  observes  that  virtues  without  faith  are  leaves;  they 
appear  gay  but  are  unprofitable.”  He  adds  ‘‘  how  many  heathens 
have  mercy,  have  sobriety;  but  they  have  no  fruit  because  they 
have  no  faith.” 

The  same  father,  treating  of  the  security  of  the  servants  of 
God,  says  Tebulon  shall  dwell  by  the  sea  that  he  may  see  the  ship¬ 
wrecks  of  others  w'hile  he  himself  is  free  from  danger,  and  behold 
others  fluctuating  about  in  the  straits  of  this  w^orld,  w  hilst  he  re¬ 
mains  immovable.  So  the  church,  in  sincerity,  beholds  the  storms 
of  heretics  and  the  shipwrecks  of  Jew  s.” 

Did  not  Lactantius  ascribe  all  the  cfflcacy  of  his  labours  to 
the  power  and  grace  of  Christ,  the  following  passage  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  deserving  censure.  “  Give  me  a  man  that  is  angry,  re¬ 
proaching,  and  unruly,  with  a  very  word  of  God  I  will  make  him 
as  quiet  as  a  lamb.  Give  me  one  greedy,  covetous,  tenacious,  by 
and  by,  I  will  return  him  to  thee  liberal,  freely  giving  his  money 
with  his  own  hands,  and  those  full.  Give  me  one  fearful  of  pain 
and  death,  he  shall  immediately  despise  crosses,  fires,  and  Pha- 
laris’s  bull.  Give  me  one  lustful,  adulterous,  a  hunter  of  stews,  you 
shall  presently  see  him  sober,  chaste,  and  continent.  Give  me  one 
'  rueU  and  thii'sting  after  blood,  at  once  his  fury  shall  be  changetl 
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into  true  clemency  .-Give  me  one  unjust,  foolish,  a  sinner,  forth¬ 
with  he  shall  be  just,  and  prudent,  and  pure:”  hut  he  adds  “  tantu 
divinse  sapientiae  vis  est,  in  hominis  pectus  inusa;  such  is  the 
power  of  divine  wisdom  infused  into  the  breast  of  man.’* 

ANECDOTES. 

When  the  Piets  and  Scots,  after  the  Roman  legions  were 
called  out  of  Britain,  invaded  the  island,  the  inhabitants  whose 
minds  had  become  debased  by  tedious  servitude,  in  a  letter  to 
\etius,  which  they  call  the  groans  of  Britain^  thus  express  them¬ 
selves:  “  We  know  not  which  way  to  turn  us.  The  barbarians 
drive  us  to  the  sea,  and  the  sea  forces  us  back  on  the  barbarians; 
between  which  we  have  only  the  choice  of  two  deaths,  either  to 
be  swallow'ed  up  by  the  waters  or  slain  by  the  sword.”  How  dif¬ 
ferent  their  situation  from  that  of  Israel,  who,  wdien  similar  dan¬ 
gers  presented,  found  refuge  in  the  arm  of  the  Lord! 

At  the  time  wdien  in  Europe  the  allodial  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  possessing  property  gave  way  to  the  feudal,  it  was 
founded  as  a  maxim,  and  becanie  in  France  a  part  of  the  general 
law,  Kulle  terre  sans  seigneur.  No  land  without  a  lord.  Dr.  Watts 
seems  to  have  had  this  idea  in  his  mind  when  he  says. 

Earth  is  an  atom ;  greedy  swords 
Divide  it  ’mong  a  thousand  lonls! 

Amid  all  the  false  claims  of  avarice  and  ambition,  the  good  man 
is  happy  in  reflecting  that  “  the  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fulness 
thereof^ 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  feudal  anarchy  in  Europe,  so 
few  even  among  persons  of  the  highest  rank  could  write,  that  to 
make  the  sign  of  a  cross  was  the  usual  mode  of  confirming  a  will 
or  a  charter.  We  continue  the  expression  still  of  signing  a  paper 
instead  of  subscribing  it.  Alfred  the  Great  (says  Dr.  Robertson) 
complained,  that  from  the  Humber  to  the  Thames  there  was  not 
a  priest  w'ho  understood  the  liturgy  in  his  mother-tongue,  or  who 
could  translate  the  easiest  pieces  of  Latin;  and  that  from  the 
Thames  to  the  sea  the  ecclesiastics  were  still  more  ignorant.  A 
quaint  author  of  the  dark  ages  says,  “  Potius  dediti  gulx.  quani 
glossae;  potius  colligunt  libras  quam  legunt  libros;  libentius  intu- 
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entur  Martham  quam  Marcum;  malunt  legere  in  Salraone  quam 
in  Solomone.”  They  were  more  devoted  to  drinking  than  think¬ 
ing;  they  would  rather  collect  livres  than  libraries;  they  preferred 
Martha  to  Mark,  and  a  Salmon  to  Solomon.  This  mode  of  trifling 
reminds  us  of  an  old  author,  who  bewailing  the  vices  of  his  times 
says,  ‘‘  Alas  for  us!  alehouses  have  become  hellhouses,  and  matri¬ 
mony  a  matter  of  money!  Was  it  thus  in  the  days  of  Noah!  Ah — 
no!  But  without  trifling  it  becomes  us  to  be  thankful  that  an  age 
of  ignorance  so  profound  and  deplorable  has  passed  away!  • 

Whe^  a  Turk  would  intimate’that  persons  are  poor,  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  saying  they  are  “  Jirinces  of  olives  and  cheese!**  How 
far  better  to  be  such,  than  princes  and  kings  of  the  earth,  whose 
guilty  course  has  been  “  to  w'ade  through  slaughter  to  a  throne^ 
and  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind.” 

Crebillon,  the  French  tragedian,  whose  performances  are  so 
distinguished  for  dreadful  terror,  being  asked  why  he  chose  to 
direct  the  efforts  of  his  muse  so  much  towards  horrible  objects, 
answered,  “  Corneille  has  exhausted  heaven,  Racine  the  earth ; 
I  had  nothing  left  but  hell^  and  I  have  thrown  myself  into  it**  Is 
there  not  reason  to  fear  that  this  last  assertion  might  be  used  by 
him  and  by  every  one,  who  is  a  lover  of  pleasure  more  than  a 
lover  of  Gotl,  without  a  jest! 

y 

The  following  anecdote,  related  by  Mr.  Bartram,  strikingly 
exhibits  the  ignorance  of  the  Indians  relative  to  divine  commands, 
the  ardour  of  natural  affection,  and  their  firm  belief  in  the  existence 
of  the  spirit  when  the  body  is  no  more. 

One  morning  after  the  attendants  of  an  aged  and  venerable 
Indian  chief,  of  the  Creek  nation,  had  led  the  old  man  to  the 
council  fire,  before  seating  himself  he  addressed  himself  to  the 
people  after  this  manner.  “  You  yet  love  me;  what  can  I  now  do 
to  merit  your  regard:  nothing!  I  am  good  for  nothing!  I  cannot 
see  to  shoot  the  buck  or  to  hunt  up  the  sturdy  bear.  1  know  I  am  a 
burden  to  you.  I  have  lived  long  enough;  now  let  my  spirit  go;  I 
want  to  see  the  warriors  of  my  youth  in  the  country  of  spirits; 
(baring  his  breast)  here  is  the  hatchet  take  it  and  strike.”  They 
answered  with  one  voice-^we  will  not — we  cannot — \\t  want  yon 
here! 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

EXTRACTS 

From  the  Periodical  Accounts  relating  to  the  Missions  of  the  Church 
of  the  United  Brethren^  established  among  the  Heathen, 
{Continued  from  page  438.) 

From  Nain,  dated  August  14,  1808, 

Dearest  Brethren, 

How  glad  should  we  have  been  to  see  our  good  old  Captain 
Fraser  return  to  us.  But  it  appears  as  if  the  Lord  had  other  views 
with  him,  and  has,  perhaps  before  now,  called  him  to  rest  in  His 
presence  for  ever.  But  if  he  should  still  be  in  the  l)ody,  we  request 
you  to  salute  him  cordially  from  us,  and  to  tell  him,  that  we  think 
of  him  with  much  love,  and  always  remember  his  kind  services 
with  great  gratitude. 

It  grieves  us  likewise,  that  the  Esquimaux  Hymn-book  has  not 
been  printed.  It  will  indeed  be  a  great  disappointment  to  our  Es¬ 
quimaux,  when  they  hear  it;  for  they  rejoiced  much  in  the  prospect 
of  receiving  Hymn-books  by  the  ship.  We  beg  you  therefore,  if 
any  way  practicable,  to  forward  the  printing  of  this  work. 

August  7th,  the  Hector  arrived  safe  in  our  bay,  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  days,  we  received  all  the  supplies  you  have  so  kindly  for¬ 
warded  to  us,  for  which  we  most  cordially  thank  the  Society,  and 
all  our  dear  friends,  who  contribute  towards  it.  We  cannot  sufii- 
ciently  express  what  we  feel,  when  we  perceive  how  liberally  you 
supply  us  with  every  thing  we  want  for  our  subsistence;  and  we 
pray  our  Saviour  abundantly  to  bless  and  reward  you  for  it. 

As  to  our  Esquimaux,  we  find  again  this  year,  abundant  reason 
to  praise  and  adore  our  Saviour  for  innumerable  proofs  of  His  mer¬ 
cy  tow^ards  them  and  us.  The  Holy  Ghost  continues  to  enlighten 
the  hearts  of  our  dear  Esquimaux,  and  good  fruits  arc  made  ma¬ 
nifest  in  most  of  them.  Some  circumstances  indeed  have  occurred, 
with  a  few  individuals,  which  are  a  reproach  to  a  congregation  of 
believers,  and  cause  us  pungent  grief.  But  the  greater  part  of  our 
people  have  given  us  joy,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  believe,  that 
the  gracious  aim  of  the  Lord  with  this  nation  will  be  at  length  ob¬ 
tained;  and  a  reward  for  the  travail  of  His  Soul  gathered  from 
amongst  them. 

In  September  1 807,  a  family  of  heathen,  and  a  widow  with  two 
baptized  children,  obtained  leave  to  live  on  our  land. 
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Towards  the  end  of  October,  an  epidemical  disorder  appeared 
here, attended  with  coughs  and  sneezing,  by  which,  both  the  natives 
and  ourselves  were  attacked.  Some  suffered  pretty  severely,  and 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 

In  November,  the  particular  meetings  of  the  Esquimaux,  and 
on  the  1st  of  December,  the  schools,  began  to  be  held  in  regular 
order;  which  lasted  to  the  beginning  of  April  1808.  The  latter  were 
diligently  attended  by  many  adults,  as  well  as  children. 

We  closed  the  year  1 807  with  prayer  and  praise,  and  with  many 
tears  of  gratitude  for  all  the  unmerited  favours  bestowed  upon  us 
in  that  year.  Our  congregation  consisted  then  of  fourteen  commu¬ 
nicants,  twenty-two  baptized  adults,  eight  candidates  for  baptism, 
tw  enty-three  baptized  children.  The  number  of  inhabitants  was  one 
hundred  and  twelve,  being  twenty-three  more  than  at  the  close  of 
last  year. 

On  the  different  festivals,  and  during  the  Passion-season,  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  was  most  sensibly  experienced  among  us. 
On  Christinas-day,  a  widow,  Tabea,  and  on  the  19th  February,  be¬ 
ing  our  anniversary,  a  man,  Adam,  were  baptized  into  the  death 
of  Jesus. 

During  the  winter,  three  persons  vrcrc  admitted  to  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  two  Brethren  and  one  Sister  w  ere  re-admitted,  two  adults 
and  three  children  were  baptized,  four  persons  added  to  the  can¬ 
didates  for  baptism,  two  re-admitted  to  the  congregation,  and  four 
departed  this  life  in  the  faith  of  Christ. 

As  to  extenials,  the  Esquimaux  suffered  severely,  and  the  hea¬ 
then  living  in  our  neighbourhood,  still  more.  Very  few  seals  being 
caught  last  Autumn,  the  stock  they  had  laid  in  for  winter  consump¬ 
tion  was  soon  expended,  and  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  col¬ 
lecting  whatever  we  could  spare,  to  relieve  their  w’ants.  Soon  after 
Easter  they  dispersed,  to  go  to  their  hunting  and  fishing-places, 
and  soon  caught  seals  enough  to  supply  them  with  a  sufficient  store 
of  provisions. 

iVs  to  ourselves,  we  can  declare  with  thanks  to  God,  that  wc 
have  been  preserved  in  peace  and  health.  Amidst  all  our  weakness 
and  many  failings,  the  Lord  approved  himself  to  us  as  a  gracious 
Saviour;  and  gave  us  to  taste  much  of  his  presence  in  all  our  meet¬ 
ings.  He  also  preserved  unto  us  that  precious  jewxd,  brotherly  love 
and  fellowship  of  spirit. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  Sister  ^lartin  was  delivered^of  a  hetiL 


Uiy  bo}%  who  received  the  name  of  Christian  Lewis,  in  holy  bap¬ 
tism.  Brother  Suen  Andersen  goes  from  hence  with  the  ship,  to 
serve  the  Mission  at  Hopedale;  and  Brother  Christensen  will  come 
from  thence  to  us.  Brother  Kmoch  will,  if  |X)3sible,  go  this  au¬ 
tumn  to  Okkak,  to  assist  our  Brethren  there  in  their  new  building. 

We  commend  ourselves  with  our  dear  Esquimaux  congrega¬ 
tion  to  your  continued  love  and  care.  Remember  us  before  the 
Throne  of  Grace,  and  be  assured  that  we  always  think  and  pray 
for  you.  We  remain,  5cc. 

J.  Hasting. 

Jacob  Nissen. 

Suen  Andersen. 

Christ.  E.  Burghaudt. 

Geo.  Kmoch. 

C.  G.  Parchwitz. 

Fro?n  Ho/iedale^  dated  •dug.  26,  1808. 

Dearest  Brethren, 

On  the  7th  of  this  month,  w  e  had  the  inexpressible  pleasure  to 
receive  from  our  Brethren  at  Nain,  an  account  of  the  safe  arrival 
of  the  ship  at  Okkak,  on  the  25th  of  July,  and  at  the  same  time 
your  very  agreeable  letter  of  the  19th  of  May.  Our  joy  and  grati¬ 
tude  towards  our  gracious  heavenly  Father  w'as  the  more  fervent,- 
as  we  had  felt  great  concern  and  apprehension,  on  account  of  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  and  the  many  terrifying  reports  last  year. 
We  w^ere  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  how^  the  devastating  scourge 
of  war  had  spread  all  over  Germany,  and  that  the  enemy  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  almost  the  whole  country  into  subjection,  and 
even  overrun  Holsatia.  These  are  indeed  events  greatly  to  be  de¬ 
plored,  and  how  long  it  is'still  to  last,  God  only  know  s.  Deeply  as 
the  sufferings  of  the  poor  human  race  affect  us,  w  e  yet  trust,  that 
He  who  rules  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  will  cause  all  these  things 
to  work  together  for  good,  for  the  benefit  of  His  kingdom  and  peo¬ 
ple  on  earth.  He  will  know  how  to  protect  his  sheep,  and  to  keep 
them  in  the  great  hour  of  temptation. 

August  20th,  we  had  the  pleasure  to  see  the  Hector  come  to 
an  anchor  in  our  bay,  and  to  welcome  our  dear  Brother  Suen  An¬ 
dersen.  May  the  Lord  bless  his  future  services  in  this  Mission. 
Brother  Tho.  Christensen  left  us  on  the  14th,  having  been  called 


to  Xain.  We  commended  him  at  parting  in  fervent  prayer  to  the 
grace  and  guidance  of  the  Lord  and  His  Spirit. 

The  ship  brought  the  stores  and  provisions  sent  to  us,  in  good 
order;  for  which  we  return^you  our  most  cordial  thanks.  We  can 
assure  you,  that  we  feel  quite  overcome  by  all  the  proofs  we  re¬ 
ceive  of  your  paternal  care  for  us,  by  wliich  also  we  are  anew  en¬ 
couraged  to  exert  every  power  of  mind  and  body,  in  that  blessed 
.work,  which,  by  our  Saviour’s  mercy,  has  continued  to  increase  and 
spread  in  this  Mission,  to  the  glory  of  His  grace.  May  Hebe  your 
everlasting  reward,  and  bless  you  in  all  you  do. 

We  were  truly  sorry  not  to  see  our  dear  captain  Fraser,  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Kohlmeister  return  with  the  ship.  We  beg  you 
»o  give  our  cordial  love  to  the  former,  and  to  thank  him  in  our  name, 
for  all  his  faithful  services,  and  the  many  proofs  of  his  love,  which 
we  have  so  often  experienced.  May  the  Lord  reward  him  for  it, 
both  here  and  in  a  blessed  eternity. 

Our  sorrow  and  disap|x)intment  was  great  indeed,  when  wc 
found  that  the  letters,  accounts,  and  other  writings,  annually  sent 
us  from  (tcrmany,  were  all  missing:  and  especially,  when  we  did 
not  receive  a  line  from  the  Elders*  Conference  of  the  Unity.  Nor 
have  we  even  heard,  how  our  congregations  in  Germany  may  have 
fared,  during  the  dreadful  war  which  prevailed  there.  The  more 
painfully  wc  felt  this  deprivation,  the  more  we  valued  that  great 
favour,  continued  unto  us;  that  we  may  yet,  by  Gotl’s  mercy,  unin¬ 
terruptedly  correspond  with  you.  For  this  we  praise  and  bless  f  liin, 
and  offer  up  our  most  earnest  prayers,  that  He  may  still  be  pleased 
to  hold  His  protecting  hand  over  your  highly  favoured  country,  and 
as  you  express  yourselves,  suffer  it  to  stand  as  a  monument  of  His 
mercy. 

While  we  heard  with  great  attention,  and  interest,  the  contents 
of  your  valuable  letter,  vve  were  filled  with  thankfulness  towards 
our  dear  brethren,  for  their  love  and  participation  in  all  our  con¬ 
cerns,  and  it  has  proved  a  real  refreshment  to  our  souls.  We  regret 
the  departure  of  brother  S.  (Miurch,  a  worthy  member  of  your 
society.  His  lot  is  precious,  to  be  at  home  with  the  Lord  for  ever. 
May  those  brethren,  who  have  been  added  to  your  number,  be 
blessed  by  our  Saviour  in  their  station,  and  receive  from  Him 
very  needful  gift  and  grace,  to  assist  in  the  furtherance  of  His 
cause  on  earth. 

As  to  ourselves,  wc  can  truly  say,  that  our  Saviour  has  granted 
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US  rich  blessing  in  the  year  past,  both  in  our  public  meetings,  and 
faniily  worship.  In  our  conferences,  and  in  all  our  external  occu¬ 
pations,  we  have,  by  His  grace,  laboured  together  in  brotherly 
love  and  peace,  and  He  has  favoured  us  with  health  and  strength, 
to  perform  our  several  duties  with  pleasure.  For  all  these  mercies, 
w’e  thank  Him  with  our  whole  heart.. 

We  now  come  to  speak  of  the  most  important  part  of  our 
duties,  and  the  charge  committed  to  us,  to  serve  the  dear  Esqui¬ 
maux  flock,  which  He  has  gathered  together  in  this  place.  If  we 
take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  year  past,  we  do  not  know  where 
to  begin  to  describe  the  innumerable  mercies  experienced  by  us 
and  our  people,  nor  the  abundance  of  that  grace,  which  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  made  manifest,  in  an  increasing  degree,  amongst  a 
people,  who  but  lately  were  the  slaves  of  Satan,  bound  down  by 
the  chains  and  fetters  of  sin.  Every  day  furnished  new  subiects  for 
praise  and  thanksgiving. 

As,  therefore,  our  dear  brethren  express  their  ardent  wish  and 
hope,  that  they  may  this  year  again  hear  that  our  dear  Esquimaux 
have  increased  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  their  Redeemer, 
we  are  the  more  thankful,  that  we  can  with  humble  confidence 
declare  unto  them,  that  this  has  really  been  the  case,  and  that  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  hearts  of  our  people  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  without  interruption.  There  are  indeed  some  among  them, 
w'ho  may  be  called  weak  and  slothful,  but  yet  the  works  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  of  the  flesh,  which  are  so  common  among  the  heathen, 
'are  held  by  them  in  abhorrence,  and  it  is  often  astonishing  to  ob¬ 
serve,  by  what  means  the  Spirit  of  God  leads  them  to  more  distinct 
views  of  themselves,  and  their  own  corruption;  inspiring  them 
with  fervent  desire  to  become  the  children  of  God,  and  leading 
them  to  the  cross  and  wounds  of  Jesus,  as  the  only  cure  for  their 
sin-sick  souls.  Our  Saviour  is  also  merciful  and  gracious  towards 
many,  who  appear  in  a  sleepy  course,  and  follows  them,  as  the 
good  Shepherd,  with  such  unwearied  patience  and  forbearance, 
that  being  at  last  delivered  from  the  power  and  spite  of  the  enemy, 
they  are  led  to  experience  the  virtue  of  his  healing  blood  and  made 
alive  unto  God. 

You  were  last  year  grieved  at  the  deceitful  conduct  of  old 
Thomas.  Now,  since  his  wicked  and  secret  works  of  sin  and 
darkness  have  been  made  manifest,  and  he  finds  that  his  evil 
course  is  not  only  unprofitable  to  him,  but  likely  to  prove  the 


means  of  destruction  to  his  soul  and  body,  he  begins  to  weep  and 
beg  for  patience,  and  we  have  some  hopes,  that  our  Saviour  will 
yet  pluck  this  old  sinner  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning. 

The  more  our  baptized  become  grounded  upon  the  merits  of 
Jesus,  the  more  confident  and  unreserved  they  grow  towards  us, 
by  which  we  become  better  acquainted  with  their  whole  course, 
and  likewise  with  their  manner  of  educating  children.  This  proves 
indeed  a  very  desirable  opportunity  of  leading  the  children  to  the 
knowledge  of  their  Creator  and  Redeemer,  but  we  feel  ourselves 
much  loo  weak  to  promote  their  being  trained  up  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  in  all  things. 

The  education  of  their  children  is  most  miserably  managed  by 
the  parents,  and  harm  must  almost  inevitably  ensue  from  their 
very  habits  of  living  together.  Even  the  most  faithful  among  the 
parents,  who  sincerely  desire  to  educate  their  children  in  the  fear 
and  admonition  of  the  Loud,  cannot  keep  them  in  proper  order, 
so  as  to  prevent  seduction  to  evil.  Our  only  comfort  is,  that  Jesus, 
the  friend  of  children,  is  all-powerful,  and  will  not  forsake  these 
little  ones,  but  bless  our  poor  endeavours  to  direct  the  work  of  His 
hands  unto  Himself. 

In  the  last  days  of  December,  1807,  an  European,  who,  in 
company  of  two  others,  had  spent  the  winter  about  six  hours  walk 
from  hence,  paid  us  a  visit.  We  took  occasion  to  declare  to  him 
our  disapprobation  of  his  conduct  to  the  Esquimaux.  He  promised 
amendment,  and  returned  to  his  dwelling. 

Ephraim,  who  had  been  baptized  at  Hopedale  many  years  ago, 
but  afterwards  left  the  believers,  perished  in  a  miserable  manner, 
last  spring.  He,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  and  an  European, 
with  whom  they  lodged,  having  a  winter  house,  about  a  long  day’s 
journey  from  hence,  were  all  burnt  to  death.  We  cannot  positively 
say  hbw  this  misfortune  happened,  but  we  heard  that  the  whole 
iiouse  had  fallen  down,  and  that  all  the  wood  work  was  burnt.  It  is 
therefore  supposed  that  it  was  destroyed  by  gunpowder. 

After  the  ship  left  us  last  year,  a  family  of  eight  persons 
moved  hither,  that  they  might  hear  the  word  of  God  and  be  con¬ 
verted. 

The  meetings  of  tlie  different  divisions  of  our  people  were 
held  from  the  middle  of  Noveml^er  to  April,  without  interruption, 
and  diligently  attended  by  old  and  young.  This  was  also  the  case 
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with  the  schools,  which  were  visited  with  an  earnest  desire  to 
learn,  both  in  adults  and  children. 

During  the  last  season,  three  persons  have  been  admitted  to  the 
Lord’s  supper;  one  readmitted:  four  became  candidates,  six  adults 
and  three  children  were  baptized,  five  added  to  the  candidates  for 
baptism:  a  young  man,  two  boys,  and  one  child,  departed  this  life. 
Our  Esquimaux  congregation  consists  at  present  of  twenty-three 
communicants,  tliirty  baptized  adults;  (of  whom  three  are  ex¬ 
cluded;)  twenty-four  baptized  children;  seven  candidates  for  bap¬ 
tism;  (of  whom  two  are  excluded:)  in  all  eighty-four;  to  which 
forty  unbaptized,  chiefly  children,  being  added,  the  number  of  in¬ 
habitants  at  Ilopedale  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

This  may  suffice,  dear  brethren,  as  a  summary  view  of  our 
proceedings  in  the  year  past.  Eor  particulars,  we  must  refer  you 
to  our  diary.  We  doubt  not  but  that. our  dear  brethren  will  also 
this  year  find  much  cause  to  join  us  both  in  praise  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  to  our  Saviour,  for  the  great  mercy  He  has  shown  to  us  and 
our  Esquimaux  flock;  and  likewise  in  prayer  and  supplication, 
that  He  would  continue  to  bless  the  work  Himself  has  begun  in 
this  place,  giving  us  grace,  wisdom,  and  faithfulness  to  do  that 
part,  to  which  He  has  appointed  us,  that  His  thoughts  of  peace 
tonccrning‘the  Esquimaux  nation  may  be  fulfilled.  For  this  pur¬ 
pose,  we  commend  ourselves  again  to  your  love  and  remembrance 
in  prayer  before  the  Throne  of  Grace.  AVe  salute  you  all  in  the 
fellowship  of  Jesus  Christ  our  common  Saviour,  and  remain  in  the 
same  covenant  of  love  and  peace,  dear  brethren. 

Your  most  aftectionate.  See. 

J.  C.  Wolff, 

Tnos.  Christensex, 

Fred.  Jensen  Miller, 

Adam  Kunath. 

Extract  of  the  Diary  o^'  the  Missioimries  of  the  United  Brethren^  at 
Gnadenthal^  (^Bavianskloof')  at  the  Cajie  of  Good  Hofie, 

September,  1807.  Both  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  this  month,  there 
was  an  unusual  storm,  with  intense  cold.  Most  of  our  trees  had 
their  leaves  blown  oft’,  and  even  some  of  the  cabbages,  and  other 
leafy  garden  plants  were  fairly  blown  out  of  the  ground. 
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Un  the  sixth,  in  llie  evening,  we  had  a  blessed  celebration  of 
the  Lord’s  supper. 

foth.  We  were  under  the  painful  necessity  of  excluding  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  communion  from  our  church-fellowship,  on  account 
of  gross  deviations.  It  was  done  in  the  public  meeting,  with  a 
suitable  exhortation  to  all  present.  Such  occurrences  prove,  how 
busy  the  enemy  of  souls  is  to  destroy,  if  possible,  the  work  of  God, 
May  the  Loud  grant,  that  we  may  always  be  found  watching,  and 
by  prayer,  and  the  word  of  truth,  be  able  to  resist  his  wicked 
designs. 

1 4th,  All  the  higher  mountains  were  covered  with  snow.  The 
weather  has  been  in  general,  throughout  the  whole  month  of  Au¬ 
gust,  so  very  unfavourable  to  our  garden  crop,  that  we  have  never 
before  felt  so  much  the  want  of  vegetables. 

In  addition  to  this  loss  by  the  changcableness  of  the  weather, 
we  must  add  the  annual  increase  of  all  kinds  of  grubs,  and  other 
devouring  insects,  earth-lice,  moths,  caterpillars,  grey  and  green 
worms;  which  baflle  all  our  efforts  to  destroy  them,  and  now  and 
then  cause  us  to  fear,  that  their  devastations  will  bring  us  into 
great  distress.  We  however  trust  to  our  merciful  heavenly  Father, 
that  lie  will  always  grant  us  what  we  stand  in  need  of,  for  our 
subsistence. 

23d,  A  young  Hottentot,  who  lately  has  been  added  to  the 
candidates  for  baptism,  came  to  one  of  the  missionaries  and  said, 
“  Since  I  had  the  favour  to  become  a  candidate,  I  perceive  that  I 
am  much  worse  than  1  was  before.  Wherever  I  am,  my  enemy, 
sin,  is  there  too,  to  seize  me,  and  drive  me  from  one  evil  thought 
to  the  other.  Sometimes  I  think  there  is  no  help  for  me.  If  I  wish 
to  pray,  and  to  complain  of  my  distress  to  our  Saviour,  a  thought 
arises  in  me.  What  will  it  help  you?  God  cannot,  and  will  not  take 
notice  of  you;  for  He  has  greater  things  to  think  of.”  The  mis¬ 
sionary  encouraged  him  to  fly  confidently  with  all  his  misery  to 
Jesus,  and  not  to  attend  to  the  suggestions  of  unbelief,  by  whicii 
the  enemy  of  God  and  man,  endeavours  to  keep  the  soul  ensnared. 

26th,  We  had  an  agreeable  visit  from  lieut.  col.  White,  on  his 
return  from  Ikngal.  During  this  month,  several  children  were 
Ixiptized,  and  some  Hottentots  obtained  leave  to  live  in  our  land. 

October  1st,  We  spoke  with  all  our  communicants,  and  though 
we  found  reason  to  admonish  some  of  them  to  be  more  watchful, 
and  not  to  allow  themselves  in  things  contrary  to  the  mind  and 


rule  of  Christ,  ycl  in  general,  we  were  thankful  for  the  mani¬ 
fest  proofs  of  the  J.ord^s  mercy  towards  them,  and  their  growth  in 
grace. 

On  the  4th,  lieut.  col.  White  left  us,  having  spent  a  week  with 
us  to  mutual  satisfaction. 

8th,  In  the  morning,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Disandt  at 
Capetown,  with  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
missionaries  Kuester  and  Schmitt,  from  Europe.  We  took  imme¬ 
diate  steps  to  bring  them  hitlier,  and  brother  Schwinn  set  out  for 
that  purpose. 

■  To-day  an  aged  brother,  Moses  Kleef,  departed  this  life  re¬ 
joicing.  He  became  a  candidate  in  1801,  and  was  baptized  by  bro¬ 
ther  Rose,  in  1802.  We  can  give  him  that  testimony,  that  having 
found  peace  and  pardon  in  the  bhxjd  of  Jesus,  he  cleaved  to  Him 
as  a  reconciled  sinner.  He  was  a  man  of  few  words,  but  whenever 
he  spoke  of  the  state  of  his  soul,  and  the  grace  bestowed  u|X)n  him 
to  those,  who  had  his  confidence,  they  were  edified  and  instructed. 
He  was  universally  beloved  by  his  countrymen,  on  account  of  his 
quiet  and  peaceable  conduct.  His  last  illness  was  a  pleurisy,  con¬ 
nected  with  fever,  by  which  he  was  soon  rondered  incapable  of 
conversation;  but  when  asked,  whether  he  rejoiced  at  the  prospect 
of  soon  departing,  and  being  with  Christ  for  ever,  he  answered 
cheerfully  and  distinctly  in  the  affirmative,  though,  as  to  every 
other  subject,  he  was  quite  bereft  of  recollection. 

14th,  A  candidate  for  baptism,  Steens  Adams,  was  visited.  She 
is  almost  blind,  and  very  infirm.  For  these  many  years  she  has 
been  a  candidate,  but  went  astray,  and  by  continually  changing 
her  place  of  residence,  seemed  at  last  to  have  lost  herself  entirely. 
But  the  good  Shepherd,  Jesus  Christ,  would  not  sufler  this  poor 
strayed  sheep  to  become  the  prey  of  the  devil;  but  used  various 
means  to  bring  her  back,  not  only  in  permitting  that  she  grew 
blind,  but  awakening  her  heart  at  the  same  time,  to  a  sense  of  her 
lost  condition.  She  now  wept  bitterly  on  account  of  her  deviations, 
especially  that  she  had  so  often  not  only  rejected  the  grace  ofiered 
unto  her,  but' even  been  a  servant  to  Satan,  seducing  others  to  de¬ 
part  from  t!ie  way  of  truth.  She  added,  that  she  had  always  found 
great  pleasure  in  that  wicked  work,  and  w^henever  she  had  been 
reproved  on  that  account,  by  the  missionaries*,  was  quite  enraged. 
But  that  she  now  felt  the  greatest  remorse,  and  begged  that  w’e 
would  forgive  her.  We  assured  her  of  our  sincere  forgiveness. 


but  admonished  her  to  seek  remission  of  sins  in  the  blood  of  Jesus 
On  another  occasion  slie  said,  ‘‘  That  I  am  blind,  I  consider  as 
cords  of  love,  by  which  Jesus  draws  and  binds  me  to  Himself,  and 
I  am  willing:ly  bound,  if  but  my  poor  soul,  which  He  has  redeem¬ 
ed,  may  belong  wholly  to  Him.  1  pray  also,  that  I  may  be  baptized 
into  His  death.**  She  was  made  partaker  of  this  favour  on  the  I5th, 
when  brother  Marsveld  baptized,  and  called  her  Anna  Elizabeth. 

On  the  1 7th,  and  18th,  it  rained  incessantly,  and  with  such 
violence,  that  the  torrents  from  the  mountains  filled  our  valley, 
broke  into  our  garden,  and  destroyed  the  labour  of  many  days, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  our  crop.  Part  of  the  garden  ground  of 
the  Hottentots  was  also  tom  up,  and  their  crops  swept  away,  by  a 
concurrence  of  streams  from  every  quarter.  Though  wc  have 
taken  all  possible  pains  by  a  canal  to  secure  our  grounds  against 
the  violence  of  the  torrents,  yet  we  must  now  a  second  time 
behold,  that  these  inundations  exceed  our  ability  to  prevent  their 
devastating  efiects,  and  all  our  laljour  both  for  ourselves  and  our 
people,  is  in  vain.  The  very  high  mountains  encircling  us  on  all 
sides,  discharge  such  a  quantity  of  water,  that  we  counted  to-day, 
no  less  than  twenty-one  torrents,  all  rushing  down  u]X)n  us  from 
every  quarter,  and  on  the  1 9th,  we  could  not  behold  the  damage 
occasioned  both  to  our  and  the  Hottentots’  grounds,  without 
grief. 

In  these  and  the  following  days,  we  spoke  individually  with 
the  baptized,  candidates  for  baptism,  new  people  and  children.  The 
brethren  and  sisters  engaged  in  this  duty,  made  the  following 
report;  “  We  wish  there  were  more  among  the  men,  who  show 
that  there  is  divine  life  in  their  souls,  though  it  cannot  be  denied, 
but  that  most  of  them  are  awakened  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  see  the  necessity  of  turning  to  our  Saviour,  for  pardon 
and  salvation.  They  are  under  strong  convictions,  and  expressed 
much  contrition  on  account  of  their  not  loving,  nor  living  to  the 
Lord,  as  tliey  ought.  As  to  the  women,  there  is  a  more  general 
desire  prevailing  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  and  grace  of  our 
Saviour.  It  is  a  sure  proof  of  the  work  of  His  Spirit  in  their 
souls,  that  they  bemoan  their  deficiency  in  this  respect  more  sin¬ 
cerely.  They  are  exposed  to  many  temptations,  and  some  ex¬ 
pressed  great  repentance  at  their  having  more  or  less  forgotten 
their  heavenly  calling,  and  the  great  mercy  our  Saviour  had 
bestowed  upon  them;  and  followed  the  devices  of  their  own  hearts. 
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IVIany  spoke  of  the  favour  of  having  teachers  dwelling  among  them, 
with  much  gratitude,  and  prayed  that  God  would  grant  them  much 
success  among  their  countrymen,  that  they  might  see  many  turn 
from  their  evil  ways,  and  experience  salvation  through  the  blood 
of  Jesus,  and  that  also  the  brethren  in  Europe,  who  had  sent  them 
teacliers,  might  rejoice,  and  be  encouraged  to  continue  their  kind¬ 
ness  towards  them.’’ 

The  baptized  children  gave  us  much  satisfaction  by  tlieir  sim¬ 
ple,  artless  declarations.  They  confessed  tlieir  disposition  to  dis¬ 
obedience,  both  to  their  parents  and  their  teachers;  but  promised 
to  pray  our  Saviour  to  give  them  a  new  heart.  One  of  them  being 
asked,  how  she  prayed,  answered,  ‘‘‘  I  say,  dear  Saviour  1  if  I  am 
to  belong  to  Thee,  tlien  take  me  rather  home  to  'Thyself,  for  1 
wish  to  be  safe  from  the  world,  and  in  heaven  with  Thee.”  An¬ 
other  answered  to.  the  question,  ‘‘  What  has  Jesus  done  for  thee?” 
“  He  suffered  Himself  to  be  wounded  in  His  hands,  and  feet,  and 
side.  He  wore  a  crown  of  thorns  on  His  head,  and  all  out  of  love 
to  me,  and  to  atone  for  my  sins.”  An  old  candidate  for  baptism, 
Andrew  Dragoncr,  said,  I  am  an  old  candidate,  and  many  of  the 
baptized  say,  why  do  you  always  remain  a  candidate,  and  never  gel 
forward.  I  must  own,  I  was  generally  very  angry  with  them,  for 
thus  upbraiding  me;  but  I  now  think  otherwise.  Our  Saviour 
knows  well  that  I  am  not  worthy  to  be  baptized,  and  therefore  my 
teachers  may  not  grant  it.”  As  to  the  new  people,  we  heard 
the  declarations  of  many  of  the  men,  with  confident  hopes,  that  the 
Lord  has  thoughts  of  peace  concerning  them.  Some  said,  “  we 
came  hither  to  live  to  God,  and  not  to  ourselves.  This  we  promised, 
both  before  Him  and  our  teachers,  but  we  have  not  kept  our  word. 
'This  grieves  us,  and  wc  beg  you  to  forgive,  and  to  pray  for  us.” 
Among  the  women  were  some,  who  lately  appeared  to  us  to  be 
going  astray,  but  now^  show  signs  of  true  repentance,  and  givt 
good  hopes,  that  the  labour  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  their  hearts  is 
not  in  vain.  'There  are  how^ever  some  others  who  seem  (piitc 
indifferent  about  their  soul’s  salvation,  and  when  such  opportuni¬ 
ties  are  given  them,  to  be  admonished  and  instructed,  make  ex¬ 
cuses,  and  know^  how  to  keep  out  of  the  way.  One  of  the  former 
description  said:  “  I  came  to  Ilavianskloof,  wdien  the  three  first 
missionaries  lived  here  by  themselves.  Their  testimony  went  into 
my  heart,  and  I  felt  the  power  of  Jesu’s  grace  to  forgive  my  sins, 
and  make  me  a  new  creature.  But  after  the  death  of  my  husband, 
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1  left  you,  anjJ  have  but  just  retumed  last  year,  and  now  I  discover 
with  grief,  tliat  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  trampled  upon  the 
grace  of  (lod.  O  help  me  to  pray,  that  I  may  be  again  received  in 
mercy.”  Another  said:  “  I  went  here  as  a  child  to  school,  and  was 
taught  to  know  Jesus,  as  my  Creator  and  Redeemer,  but  having 
no  mind  to  give  my  heart  to  Him,  I  have  continued  in  an  unhappy 
way,  till  now,  when  I  am  growing  sickly,  I  have  a  great  dread  of 
death  upon  me,  for  I  have  nothing  to  plead  as  an  excuse  for  not 
obeying  the  gospel.”  Another  complained  thus:  “  I  am  indeed 
come  at  last,  but  when  I  wanted  to  pray  to  our  Saviour,  or  to  go 
and  speak  with  my  teachers,  then  my  wicked  heart  always  pulled 
me  back,  and  said,  what  do  you  go  there  for?  there  is  nothing  to 
be  had  with  them.  Often  have  I  intended  to  leave  the  place  and 
go  and  live  somewhere  else;  but  then  I  was  seized  with  horror; 
and  it  was  as  if  some  one  had  whispered  to  me,  who  brought  you 
to  Gnadenthal?” 

The  26th,  was  a  day  of  rejoicing,  when  we  had  the  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  see  our  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  Kuester  and  Schmitt, 
arrive  with  us.  The  whole  family  went  in  a  wagon,  about  an 
hour’s  drive  from  the  settlement,  to  meet  them;  and  were  joined 
by  a  great  number  of  Hottentots,  men,  women,  and  children,  in 
wagons,  on  horseback,  and  on  foot.  When  we  ascended  a  hill  and 
looked  behind,  we  saw  the  roads  covered  with  them.  We  soon 
discovered  the  approach  of  our  travellers,  and  on  meeting,  wept 
for  joy.  It  was  a  sight  truly  affecting  to  see  the  Hottentot  con¬ 
gregation  placing  themselves  in  order,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  about 
three  miles  from  Gnadenthal,  where  the  wagons  were  obliged  to 
halt,  'fo  the  right  stood  the  men,  to  the  left  the  women,  and  all 
began  of  their  own  accord,  to  sing  verses  of  thanksgiving  to  God, 
for  his  mercy  in  bringing  these  dear  travellers  to  their  journey’s 
end,  praying  for  a  blessing  upon  them  and  their  labours.*  After 


*  I’he  following  more  detailed  description  is  given  of  this  meeting  of 
the  Missionaries  w  ith  part  of  the  Hottentot  congregation  in  sight  of  Gna- 
denthal,  in  their  Journal: 

The  26th  was  the  joyful  day,  when  w’e  awoke  with  the  hope  of  reach¬ 
ing  the  place  of  our  destination.  We  were  met,  about  four  hours’  ride  from 
the  settlement,  by  the  Brethren  Bonatz  and  Kuchnel  with  six  Hottentots 
on  horseback.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  gladness  we  felt  on  seeing 
them.  The  first  entered  our  wagon,  aiwl  the  Hottentots  rode  on  before  us. 
From  the  heights  wc  saw  the  whole  road  covered  with  Hottentot's,  all 
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they  had  ended,  the  company  proceeded,  and  arrived  between  two 
and  three  at  Gnadenthal.  In  the  evening  at  7  o’clock,  all  the 
inhabitants  met  in  the  church,  and  after  a  discourse  on  the  text 
appointed  for  the  day,  we  offered  up  our  thanks  and  praises  to 
God,  for  all  the  mercies  shown  to  them  and  us,  by  their  safe 
arrival,  praying  him  to  bless  all  their  future  labours  among -the 
Hottentots,  and  to  crown  them  with  success.  In  the  following  days 
we  perused  with  great  delight,  the  many  letters  and  reports  received 

coming  to  meet  us,  and  as  the  different  parties  reached  our  wagon,  they 
seemed  quite  at  a  loss  how  to  express  their  feelings,  and  prove  their  sin¬ 
cere,  cordial  joy  and  gratitude  at  our  arrival.  We  were  soon  suri-ounded 
by  numbers,  all  praising  the  Lord  for  His  mercy  in  conducting  us  safe  to 
them.  After  proceeding  about  an  hour,  we  beheld  a  new  scene;  two  wag¬ 
ons  approached  towards  us,  in  uhich  were  Brother  Kohrhammer,  and 
all  the  European  Sisters,  and  with  them  a  numerous  company  of, Hotten¬ 
tot  men,  women,  and  children,  hastening  to  bid  us  welcome.  In  the  midst 
clthis  host  of  new  friends,  we  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  last  hill,  over¬ 
looking  Bavianskloof,  and  on  seeing  Gnadenthal  in  the  valley  below,  (whicli 
so  well  answers  to  its  name,  as  a  place  where  the  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  so  richly  displayed),  and  finding  ourselves  already  in  the 
midst  of  a  congregation  of  believers  gathered  from  among  the  heathen, 
we  were  quite  overcome,  and  obliged  to  give  free  vent  to  our  tears.  On 
the  top  of  the  hill  stood  a  large  company  of  school-children,  with  about 
an  hundred  more  Hottentots,  placed  in  regular  order,  the  men  and  boys 
on  one,  and  the  women  and  girls  on  the  other  side  of  the  road.  We  had 
left  the  wagon  and  w  ere  all  on  foot,  and  as  we  approached  this  i)arty, 
w  ere  welcomed  by  their  beginning  to  sing  hymns  of  praise  to  the  Lord 
for  His  mercies. 

The  singing  of  the  Hottentots  has  something  remarkably  solemn,  har¬ 
monious  and  sw'eet,  far  beyond  what  we  could  ever  have  expected.  In 
short,  we  must  forbear  attempting  to  give  an  account  of  w  hat  we  felt  on 
this  occasion,  but  while  w^e  live,  w  e  shall  never  forget  it. 

When  they  had  finished.  Brother  Kuehnel  thanked  them  In  our  name, 
and  the  whole  company  proceeded  down  the  hill  towards  Gnadenthal, 
blessing  and  praising  God  our  Saviour,  who  had  thus  safely  brought  us  to 
our  journey’s  end.  We  arrived  between  tw'o  and  three  in  tlie  afternoon, 
and  were  received  by  Brother  Marsveld  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants 
with  great  joy.  During  the  w  hole  of  our  journles  and  voyages  from  our 
native  land  to  this  place,  the  Lord  has  been  most  gracious  to  us,  and  wc 
can  truly  say.  His  mercies  were  every  morning  new'.  Now  may  His  thoughts 
of  peace  over  us,  be  accomplished,  and  each  of  us  approve  himself  as  a 
,  devoted  faithful  and  diligent  servant  in  His  house.  For  this  puipose  we 
commend  ourselves  to  the  prayers  of  all  our  Brethren  and  Friends,  w  ho 
read  our  Journal. 


from  Europe,  giving  an  account  of  our  congregations  and  missions 
every  where.  Our  rejoicing  at  the  arrival  of  our  new  assistants, 
received  however  a  great  check  on  the  26th,  by  a  sudden  and 
severe  attack  of  illness,  which  befel  brother  Kuester.  It  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  spasms  in  the  stomach,  and  caused  both  to  himself 
and  us,  some  doubts,  whether  he  might  not  be  soon  again  taken 
from  us.  We  sent  immediately  to  Dr.  Temple,  but  the  inundations 
occasioned  by  the  river  Sonderend,  prevented  him  from  arriving 
till  the  29tb.  God  blessed  the  means  prescribed  by  him  and  the 
patient  was  soon  relieved,  for  which  we  felt  great  thankfulness. 

In  these  days  we  spoke  with  all  our  comtnunicants,  previous, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Old  Jacob  Akink  said,  by 
his  interpreter;  “  My  heart  is  with  God;  but  I  have  lately  been  ill, 
and  much  weakened  in  body.  I  then  discovered  clearly,  that  my 
heart  is  a  deceitful  thing,  but  bad  as  it  is,  I  will  bring  it  to  my  Sa¬ 
viour;  He  will  speak  to  it,  as  is  profitable  for  me,  and  I  long  to  ap¬ 
proach  to  His  table,  as  a  poor,  needy  sinner.**  Frederic  William 
made  the  following  declaration;  “  Since  I  have  learnt  to  be  silent, 
for  which  I  have  often  prayed  our  Saviour  to  give  me  grace,  there 
is  no  more  so  much  quarreling  in  my  family.  I  now  live  at  home 
in  peace.  Surely  in  this  world  there  is  nothing  so  pleasant  as  peace. 
I  now  can  truly  rejoice,  that  I  have  the  favour  to  be  a  communi¬ 
cant.** 

30th,  Brother  Kuester  seemed  again  pretty  well  recovered,  to 
the  great  joy  of  our  whole  family.  Four  gentlemen  from  Cape¬ 
town,  paid  us  an- agreeable  visit,  and  left  us  in  the  evening.  But 
we  were  prevented  celebrating  the  Holy  Communion  on  the  day 
appointed,  on  account  of  another  visit  of  eight  gentlemen,  and  as 
Brother  Kuester  wished  to  be  present  with  us  at  the  church,  we 
postponed  it  to 

November  1st,  when  one  woman  was  spectator,  as  candidate, 
and  four,  as  preparatory  to  confirmation. 

2d,  Brother  Schmidt  had  nearly  met  with  a  serious  accident, 
by  wounding  his  foot  with  a  hatchet.  By  God’s  mercy,  no  artery 
was  touched,  though  the  instrument  had  penetrated  deep. 

We  had  many  visitors  about  this  lime.  A  man  Klaas  Botsman, 
with  his  wife  and  three  children,  obtained  leave  to  live  on  our  land. 

loth.  Having  discovered,  that  one  of  our  people,  Salome  Half- 
schlag,  had  been  guilty  of  gross  immorality,  on  a  neighbouring 
plantation;  we  were  under  the  painful  necessity  of  giving  notice  in 


the  evening-meetings  that  we  could  no  longer  consider  her  as  a 
member  of  our  congregation.  The  exhortation  and  warning,  with 
which  her  exclusion  was  accompanied,  seemed  to  make  a  deep  im¬ 
pression  on  all  present. 

'  1 2th,.  Brother  Kuester,  had  another  attack  of  his  former  disor¬ 
der,  we  sent  therefore  again  for  Dr.  Temple,  but  the  waters  being 
out,  he  could  not  come  to  us.  The  Lord  however  heard  our  pray¬ 
ers,  and  approved  Himself  as  our  best  Physician.  To-day,  and  the 
13th,  we  were. under  great  concern  on  account  of  the  violence  of 
the  disorder,  but  on  the  14th,  some  alleviation  appeared,  and  when 
the  doctor  arrived  on  the  1 5th,  he  found  the  patient  better,  though 
the  complaint  was  not  quite  removed  till  the  25th. 

On  the  13th,  three  men  and  three  women  received  holy  bap¬ 
tism,  and  together  with  seven  new  candidates  for  baptism,  were 
introduced  to  their  respective  classes.  Their  joy  and  thankfulness 
on  this  occasion,  was  truly  affecting.  Mitge  Julius  said;  “  Our  Sa¬ 
viour  has  chosen  me,  a  wretched  creature,  and  brought  me  to  this 
place.  I  am  sick  in  soul  and  body;  but  though  I  cannot  walk  with¬ 
out  a  crutch,  this  appears  nothing  to  me,  when  I  consider  the  sick¬ 
ness  of  my  soul.  I  have  now  been  admitted  among  the  candidates 
ibr  baptism,  and  am  afraid  of  nothing  so  much,  as  of  my  sinful, 
deceitful  heart,  which  has  hitherto  always  been  striving  against  the 
will  of  God.  Now  He  w  ill  require  more  of  me,, since  I  am  a  can¬ 
didate.  O  pray  for  me,  that  I  may  remain  faithful  to  this  call  of  my 
Saviour.*' 

22d,  David  Steenberg  came  to  one  of  the  missionaries  and 
uaid:  “  I  must  open  my  heart  to  you,  and  there  you  will  see  what 
you  did  not  expect.**  On  being  asked  w’hat  he  meant  by  this  ex¬ 
pression,  he  answered:  “  I  scarce  dare  come  any  more  to  church, 
for  when  I  sit  down  among  the  people,  I  feel,  as  if  I  was  the  only 
condemned  sinner  among  them,  for  I  trust  that  all  those  sitting 
around  me,  are  objects  of  God’s  mercy.  I  often  intended  to  get  up 
and  go  away,  hoping  to  find  more  rest  elsewhere,  as  I  cannot  be¬ 
lieve,  that  I  dare  consider  myself  as  belonging  to  a  people  of  God. 
But  then  I  heard  Mr.  Bonatz  declare,  that  Jesus  would  once  come 
and  say  to  his  people;  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father.  I  therefore 
thought  I  would  sit  still,  and  if  Jesus  did  really  come,  he  would 
find  Steenberg  to  be  the  most  depraved  and  wicked  man  in  the 
whole  congregation.*’  He  was  admonished  to  be  attentive  to  these 
w'arnings  in  his  soul,  and  to  consider  them  as  gracious  visits  from 


tlie  Lord:  for  that  it  must  first  be  understood  by  us  all,  that  we  arc 
by  nature  perishing  sinners,  before  we  can  either  receive  or  value 
the  help  of  our  Saviour.  He  went  away,  expressing  great  thankful¬ 
ness  for  the  advice  given  him. 

25th,  Three  women  were  confirmed  for  the  first  enjoyment  of 
the  Holy  Communion.  On  speaking  with  our  communicants  in 
these  days,  we  were  encouraged  by  many  proofs  of  the  work  of  the 
Jloly  Spirit  in  their  souls.  Several  complained  of  their  backward¬ 
ness,  and  praised  our  Saviour  for  his  patience,  and  long  suffering. 
Jacob  Akink,by  his  interpreter,  informed  us  of  the  dangerous  state 
of  health,  in  which  his  wife  was,  and  his  sorrow  on  that  account; 

‘‘  but,”  said  he,  “  she  is  in  the  Lord’s  hands,  and  so  am  I.  He  can 
i*cstore  Acr,  and  make  me  sick.  He  gives  me  resignation,  and  I 
even  forget  my  concern  about  my  children,  when  I  think  of  Him, 
and  of  the  happiness  of  being  with  Him  in  heaven.”  Saul  Valen- 
tyn,  with  tears,  spoke  with  much  contrition  of  his  unworthiness, 
and  added:  “  What  my  Saviour  has  done  for  me,  and  is  daily  do¬ 
ing,  is  more  than  I  can  describe;  and  I  ought  always  to  bring  him 
my  thanks;  but  alas!  instead  of  praise  and  thanks,  I  bring  him  no¬ 
thing  but  misery,  sinful  thoughts  and  transgressions.  I  often  sin 
by  speaking  hard  words,  owing  to  my  irritable  temper.”  Solomon 
Wittboy  said:  “  Ah!  if  I  could  but  feel  myself  truly  humbled  on 
account  of  my  falling  so  short,  but  alas,  I  am  given  to  self-righte¬ 
ousness,  and  wish  to  appear  better  than  I  am  in  reality.”  Many 
spoke  of  the  present  dearth  of  provisions,  and  complained,  that 
sometimes  the  anxiety,  with  which  they  endeavoured  to  procure 
the  necessaries  of  life,  disturbed  them  in  their  attention  to  the  state 
of  their  souls.  We  exhorted  them  to  turn  with  all  their  distress, 
both  of  an  inward  or  outward  nature,  to  our  Saviour,  who  would 
not  fail  to  comfort  and  help  them,  but  at  the  same  time  represent¬ 
ed  the  necessity  of  diligence  and  forecast,  (to  which  the  poor  Hot¬ 
tentots  are  not  much  inclined)  in  improving  their  garden -grounds, 
and  that,  as  they  may  sow  and  plant  all  the  year  round,  there  w  ould 
be  no  need  of  complaint  of  real  famine,  unless  it  should  please  God 
to  visit  us  with  inundations,  drought,  or  other  unforeseen  cala¬ 
mities. 

One  of  the  w'omen  expressed  herself  thus ;  I  cannot  speak 
with  you  just  now,  for  my  heart  is  like  a  piece  of  land,  over  which 
the  torrents  have  burst,  and  covered  it  with  sand  and  rubbish,  till 
the  gootl  ground  is  no  more  visible.  But  I  w  ill  not  rcst^,  till  I  have 


prevailed  in  prayer  with  our  Saviour,  to  remove  the  mass  of  sand, 
and  to  discover  attain  the  good  ground  he  had  given  me,  and  when 
Uiat  is  done,  I  will  come  and  inform  you.”  She  came  sometime 
after,  and  spoke  in  a  very  edifying  manner,  of  the  mercy  the  Lord 
had  shewn  unto  her,  and  how  He  had  heard  her  prayers,  and  grant¬ 
ed  4ier  to  feel  His  peace. 

28th,  While  we  were  preparing  to  celebrate  the  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion,  a  large  party  of  gentlemen  came  from  Capetown,  to  see  the 
settlement,  which  obliged  us  to  postpone  it.  The  wl\ole  company 
attended  divine  worship  at  church,  and  expressed  much  satisfac¬ 
tion.  On  the  30th,  we  met  uninterruptedly,  and  had  a  most  peace¬ 
ful  and  blessed  participation  of  the  holy  sacrament. 

The  Brethren  Kuester  and  Schmitt  having  brought  with  them 
a  present  of  a  piece  of  blue  cloth,  and  a  parcel  of  old  clothes  for 
our  Hottentots,  w  e  began  to-day  to  distribute  them  among  the  poor¬ 
est  inhabitants.  Many  thanksgivings  were  ofi*ered  up  to  God  on  this 
occasion,  and  to  the  kind  benefactors,  and  we  all  beg  to  join  in  sin- 
cerest  gratitude  to  our  dear  Brethren  and  Sisters  anti  friends  in 
England,  for  this  mark  of  their  love  towards  our  poor  people.  Of 
the  many  fervent  expressions  of  thanks,  we  can  only  quote  a  few: 

Adam  Verdyn  seemed  quite  lost  in  astonishment  and  gratitude 
on  receiving  his  portion,  and  spoke  in  amoving  manner  of  his  un¬ 
worthiness. 

Frederic  William  w’as  so  much  affected,  that  he  accepted  of  his 
allotment  with  trembling  hands,  and  could  not  at  first  speak  for 
weeping,  till  at  last,  with  faultering  voice,  he  exclaimed:  ‘‘  I  have 
no  w'ords,  and  my  heart  is  ready  to  break  with  thanks  and  love  to 
my  kind  Brethren  in  your  country.”  Philip  Moll,  having  been  ab¬ 
sent,  received  his  allowance  some  days  after,  and  said:  “  Scarce  am 
1  come  home,  but  my  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  my  Brethren  across 
the  great  water,  come  to  meet  me  with  gifts.  O  I  am  not  worthy, 
that  they  should  think  of  me  in  England.  May  the  Almighty  God 
bless  them  for  it,  and  defend  their  country.” 

Lewis  Anders,  on  being  told  that  this  was  a  present  sent  him  by 
our  Brethren  and  friends  in  England,  with  that  cordial  wish,  that 
the  Hottentots  might  give  their  hearts  to"  Jesus,  took  the  gift, 
ti*embling  with  emotion  of  heart,  and  began  to  w'eep  aloud:  nor 
could  he  recover  himself,  so  as  to  be  able  to  speak ;  the  missiona¬ 
ries  standing  by,  were  all  so  much  affected  by  it,  that  they  them¬ 
selves  could  not  refrain  from  tears,  and  only  desired  him  to  go 


home,  and  thank  our  heavenly  Father  for  Ills  mercy  towards  him, 
and  to  remember  also  his  Brethren  in  England  with  a  grateful 
heart  in  his  prayers. 

December.  During  the  first  days  of  this  month,  we  had  an  unu¬ 
sual  number  of  visitoi’s,  both  from  Capetown  and  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  on  the  6th,  a  large  company  attended  divine  worship  in 
our  chapel,  after  which  three  children  received  holy  baptism.  Anna 
Elizabeth  Adams,  a  poor,  sick  and  blind  woman  was  visited  to-day. 
She  said,  she  had  frequently  attempted  to  come  to  speak  with  the 
^lissionaries,  but  found  herself  too  weak,  and  w’as  the  more  thank¬ 
ful  to  be  remembered,  adding:  “  Don’t  be  under  any  concern  alK>ut 
me;  for  since  the  Lord  has  taken  away  my  eye-sight,  I  am  no  more 
disturbed,  by  seeing  so  many  things  which  formerly  diverted  my 
mind  from  Him,  and  I  become  better  acquainted  with  Him  as  my 
Redeemer.  Ah!  how  do  I  tremble  to  think  how  I  have  spent  the 
former  part  of  my  life.  Sin  and  every  evil  work  was  my  daily  bu¬ 
siness.  O  help  me  to  thank  our  Saviour,  that  he  has  had  mercy  on 
me,  turned  my  heart,  and  forgiven  me  my  many  transgressions.” 

9th,  As  the  harvest  now  commences,  and  both  men,  women 
and  children  are  necessarily  employed  in  getting  it  in,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  as  by  the  blessing  of  our  heavenly  Father,  it  promises  to 
be  a  very  good  one  this  year,  we  discontinued  the  daily  schools, 
morning  service,  and  meeting  for  instruction,  and  met  only  in  the 
evenings  at  the  church.  We  were  meanwhile  occupied  in  making 
out  a  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gnadenthal,  as  recpiired  of  late  years. 
Eighty  have  died,  chiefly  of  the  meazles,  and  of  most' of  them,  we 
can  confidently  hope,  that  they  have  departed  into  eternal  bliss,  re¬ 
lying  on  the  merits  of  our  Saviour. 

22d,  Some  gentlemen  arrived  here,  who  are  appointed  by  go¬ 
vernment,  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  a  disorder  peculiar  to  this 
country  called  the  Lazarus-sickness,  a  virulent  species  of  leprosy. 
(Sec  page  233.)  A  great  many,  both  English,  and  white  natives, 
were  here  about  this  time  on  a  visit. 

24th,  A  considerable  number  of  strangers  attended  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Christmas  Eve,  most  of  whom  left  us  again  immediately 
after  the  forenoon’s  service  on  Christmas-day,  on  account  of  the 
harvest. 

28th,  Our  old  Hottentot  Brother,  Amos  Koehekraal,  departed 
tliis  life  rather  unexpectedly.  He  was  baptized.  May  16th,  1806, 
by  Brother  Sch^Yinn,  and  from  that  time  walked  in  communu>n 


with  the  Lord,  looking  up  to  Him  for  grace,  to  help  in  every  time 
of  need.  He  was  beloved  and  respected  by  his  countrymen  as  a  fa¬ 
ther,  and  though  of  few  words,  when  he  spoke  of  the  state  of  his 
soul,  it  was  done  with  uprightness  and  to  the  edification  of  all  who 
lieard  him. 

31st,  A  large  company  attended  the  conclusion  of  the  old  and 
entrance dn to  the  new  year;  Europeans,  Hottentots,  and  Slaves,  all 
met  to  join  in  our  prayers  and  praises  for  the  unbounded  mercies 
of  our  God.  Our  meetings  began  at  8  o’clock,  and  at  midnight  we 
entered  into  the  year  1808,  on  our  knees,  commending  ourselves 
to  our  merciful  Lord  and  Saviour,  for  forgiveness  of  all  our  sins, 
and  for  future  blessing. 

In  the  year  past,  29  children  have  been  born;  43  persons  bap¬ 
tized;  29  became  candidates;  six  were  admitted  to  the  holy  com¬ 
munion,  and  ten  to  the  candidates;  80  departed  this  life,  four  are 
gone  to  the  camp;  ten  have  been  dismissed  from  hence;  and  8  ex¬ 
cluded  from  our  fellowship,  38  have  come  to  live  here. 

The  congregation  of  believing  Hottentots  at  Gnadenthal,  at  the 
end  of  1807,  consists  of  108  comrnunicants,  35  candidates,  169  bap¬ 
tized,  not  yet  communicants;  89  candidates;  145  baptized  children. 
In  all  547  persons:  24  more  than  last  year.  The  number  of  in¬ 
habitants  at  Gnadenthal,  amounts  to  167  men,  191  women,  and  387 
children.  In  all  747  persons:  53  less  than  last  year,  whom,  with 
ourselves,  we  commend  to  the  kind  remembrance  and  prayers  of 
all  our  Brethren. 


